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The Minister for Mines: Then it must be

good. . .
Hon. P, COLLIER: While there should be
no distinction, we should not go toe far. The
clause proposes to confer extraordinary power
on the police. A child might be arrested in
the home by a policeman and dragged before
a police court to be tried. This savonrs too
mueh of government by policemen. It would
not be so bad if the power were confired to
an officer of the department, but to extend
it to policemen is far too drastic.

Hon. W. . Angwin: It is inconsistent
with, Clanse 7.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; under Claugs 7
thore is not even power to summon a ¢hild
until notice has been served. Officers of the
department  are selected becanmse of their
special qualifications to deal with children.

The Minister for Mines: I shall agree to
gtrike out the words ‘‘or member of the
police force.?’

Hon, P. COLLTER: The tendency of the
Bill is to climinate the policeman as far as
possible, but I realise the difficulty that,
in remote places, there is no officer of the
(Giovernment, except a policeman, to take ge-
tion, T move an amendment—

That in lines one and two of the pro-
posed new section 119a, the words ‘‘or
member of the police force’’ be struck out.
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Clavse 25 is merely

an extension of Section 23 of the Aet. It is

almost impossible to administer such a measure *

in g large State like Western Australia, with.
out the assistance of the police. What I ob-
jeet to is that the police may arrest any
ehild liable to be tried for an offence and
yet, under Clause 7, & summons cannot be
issued without notice first being given. I
have beard it ssid that the later section of an
Act prevails; i that is so, Clanse 7 would
be ineffective.
Amendment put and passed.

(The Chairman resumed the Chair.)

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I move a further
amendment—

That in Yne 5 of proposed new Section
119a the words ‘“to have committed and
to be liable to be tried for any offence,
or’? be struck ont,

My reason for asking the Committee to de-
lete these words is that while we provide for
arrest in this proposed sectiom, in Clause 7
we provide that -a summons shall serve the
purpose.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The whole
clause requires some congideration, and as the
member for North-Fast Fremantle intends
to submit a number of new clauses for the
consideration of the Committee, I move—

That. progress be reported.
Motion put and passed.
{The Speaker resnmed the Chair.)

Progress reported.

- Yes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

. TEMPOEARY CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES,

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to inform the
House that I have appointed as temporary

Chairmen of Committees Mr. Foley, Mr,
Miungie, and Mr. Piesse, .

House adfournsd at 10.85 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION--WHEAT POOL, CAPITAL
OUTLAY.

"Mr. HARRISON asked the ]E[onoraa,r:,r Min-
ister:. 1, Ts the West Australian wheat pool
nnder a.n}- obligation in the way of capital
outlay to any other State wheat pool? 2,
If g0, what is the nature of the liability and
the approximate amount dve? 3, Does this
State share in any cost concerning State
wheat pools other than in the sale of wheat?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied: 1,
2, A special grant of £1,000 was made
by the Australian Wheat Board to the South
Augtralian 'Wheat Scheme for the earrying
out of expcriments in regard to weevil ex-
termination; this State’s share is approxi-
mately £100. 3, Qutside of the £100 men-
tionad above--No.
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QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL SHOWS,
JUDGES.

Mr. PICEERING asked the Honorary
Minigter: 1, Is it a fact that he haa issued in-
structions which will prevent his expert offi-
cars from acting as judges at agricnltaral
shows? 2, If so, what is the reason for js-
suing such mstructwns?

The HONQRARY MINISTER replied:
1, Yes; exeept that of the Royal Agrieul-
tural Society., 2, This has been a rule of the
department, oxcept in cases of emergeney,
since 1908, although some relaxation was =al-
lowed durmg the period of the war, owing
to difficulties in obtaining Judges elsewhere.
Judging at country shows places in a wrong
position, and in an undesirable relation to
producers, departmental officers, whose pri-
mary function is to give advice and infor-
mation to the man on the land, It also takes
up too nwel of their time., These considera-
tions do not equally apply in the case of the
Royal Show. .

QUESTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, BUSSELTON-MARGARET
RIVER.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Works: In view of the urgent necessity for
affording access to the metropolitan markets,
will he state the Government’s intentions to-
wards the constroction of the Busselton-
Margaret River railway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Due regard will be paid by the Government
to - the importance of the Busselton-Margaret
River district in relation to the provision of
farm produets for the metropolitan markets,
when the railway policy of the Government
comes under review.

QUESTION—IMMIGRATION OFFICER.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Colonial Sec-
retary: 1, Has the appointment of an Im-
migration officer, .to be attached to the
Agent General’s Office in London, been
madef ' 2, If not, will he take into considera-
tion, in the bhest intérests of the State, the
desitability of appointing an officer who
possesses an exact knowledge of the farm-
ing conditions of Western Australiat

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for the
Colonial Becretary) replied: 1, No. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—STATE SAWMILLS, PRICE
OF TIMEER.

Hon. P. COLLIER (for Mr.
asked the Minister for Works: 1, Has the
State Sawmills Department increased the
pricc of timber supplied by them during the
past fortnight by i0 per eent.¥ 2, If so,
what is the reason for such inerease, in view
of the faet that the Government refused to
increase the wages of the employees?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
I, No. 2, Answered by No. 1

0 ’Loghien)
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QUESTION—INDUSTRIAL AGREE-
MENTS.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Works: 1, When is it his intention to
finalise the various agreements, in the interest
of indnstrial peace, with the various unions
whose members are employed on works con-
trolicd or administered by him? 3, Seeing
that some considerable thme has elapsed sinde
application was made by various unions for
new agreements to be mutually arranged,
will he make those agreemecuts retrospeetive?
3, If so, from what date?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS replied:
1, There are still some unions which have
beer unable to' interview the Minister owing
to pressure of bunsiness. It is not the inten-
tion of the Minister to deal with any union
until all have been seen and the award in
connection with the Railway Department
case, now being heard, is given. It is felt
that, so far as possible, the conditions as to
privileges and holidays in the Government
service should be- the same. 2 and 3, Con--
gideration will be given to this, with due re-
gard to the financial posifion of the State.

QUESTION--PERTH SEWERAGE
'RAI:E.

Hon. P. COLLTER asked the Minister for
Water Supply: 1, Has the sewerage rate
for Perth been increased by one penny in
the pound for the present financial yearf
2, If so, what is the reason for such in-
crease?

The MINIBTER FOR WATER SUPPLY
replied: 1, Yes. 2, The accrued deficit on
the sewerage system ta 30th June, 1919, was
£75,728. The loss during 1018-1919 was
£1Cl 001, and estimated loss for 1020 was
£12 48:3, against which the increased rate of
one penny will realise £3,240.

QUESTION—MINING COMMODITIES:
COST.

Mr. GREEW asked the Minister for Mines:
1, Is he aware that the price of mining com-
inodities has increased during the war, 30
that the treatment of ore has inereased on
the Eastern Goldfields Ts. 3d. per ton from
the year 19139 2, In order to assist the
mining industry, will he take into eonsidera-
tion the desirability of the Government aect-
ing as direct importers of these supplies, so
that they may be sold to those directing the
industry at the lowest possible rate?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
The Minister is aware that there has been an
increase in the eost of mining ‘commodities;
also, from figures supplied by the Chamber
of Mines, that the average working cost per
ton of ore treated has inereassd from 1913
to 1918 by over 5s. per ton. There are no
Government statistics from which an average
<increage in cost .could be arrived at. 2, No.
The mining companies should be well able to
protect their own interests in this regard.
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BILLS (5)—FIRST READING.

1. Kalgoorlie Friendly Societies’ Invest~
ments Validation,

Introduced by Mr, Green.

2. Land and Income Tax.

3, Perth Mint Act Amendment,

Introduced by the Premier.

4. Anzac Day.
_ 5. Merchant Shipping Act
Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Attorney General.

Application

MOTION—QUARANTINING OF
VESSELS, TO INQUIRE.

Mr. UNDERWQOD (Pilbara) [447]: I
move—

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that an inquiry be held into the
quarantining of the North-West steamers
‘‘Minderoo’’ and ‘‘Bambra’’ and the
quarantine regulations at present operat-
ing on the North-West coast.

The necessity for moving this motion is not
now quite so great as it was when I gave
notice. In faet, the quarantine regulations
‘have been materially altered since them, not
only as régards North-Western shipping, but
as regards shipping thronghout the State.
The motion hardly goes far enough, because
in the near future it will be necessary to
hold an inquiry into the entire system of
“quarantine. I am under the impression that
the quarantine arrangements in this State
did imfinitely more harm than good. The
North-West is the only part of Western Ans-
tralia which is now declared by the Commis-
sioner of Public Health to be free of influ-
enza—a fact which in itself wonld prove that
the quarantining of the steamers was a serious
blunder. However, I do not regard the pre-
sent time as suitable for a general inquiry.
1 omitted to say that in my opinion the Medi-
¢al Department dand the medical faculty are
doing their best to combat the influenza.
Later, a more comprehensive motion may be
required. In the meantime I suppose I must
move this motion.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [4.491: T was pleased to hear the
mover say that he thought the suggested
inguiry ought to be extended at a later date.
In my opinion there has undoubtedly been a
good deal of laxity in the matter of quaran-
tine, and I am sorry the State Government
have seen fit to make such conditions .of
quaranting. as have ohtained in the Eastern
States. A great deal of the suffering that
has been and is being experienced in Fre-
mantle is due fo relaxation of the quarantine
of shipping, Lumpers are dying every day
in Fremantle. There have been more deaths
amongst the Fremantle lumpers than in any
other section of the community. I have heard
of a case—it has occurred since the relaxa-
tion of the regulations—where a eoloured
man on board a ship at Fremantle was sup-
posed to be ill and was taken off. There can
be hardly any doubt that the man was suf-

[ASSEMBLY.] s

fering from pneumonic influenza. Over 30
lumpers working om that ship have since
gone down with influenza; and I have been
informed, though I eannot vouch for it, that
six of them have died. Since the relaxation
of the regulations there has been in Western
Australia a more severe type of influenza
than that in the Eastern States: The death
rate from pnewmoni¢ influenza here has been
very high indeed. Perhaps the member for
Pilbara will feel justified in moving for a
more extended inquiry later, though from
the manner in which he has moved this mo-
tion 1 gather that he desires to have it de-
feated. He said he supposed he bad to move
the motion, There is no necessity for any
member to move a motion unless he desires
to do so.

Mr. Underwood: But I wanted to have a
word on the subject.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Does the hon.
member want the motion defeated?

Mr. Underwood: Yon can please yourself.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I hope the Gov-
ernment are not going to allow themselves to
ba smoothed over by the tongue of Willie
Watt, a man who says ‘*You are a jolly good
fellow?’ and the week after tries to cut your
throat.  The Federal authorities have at
last beem able to impose their quarantine
regulations on the Government of this State,
and our State regulations have been set aside
altogether.

The Minister for Mines: Our regulations
have nothing to do with shipping.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, they have.

The Minister for Mines: No, .

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: Tt is so. The other
night here T read the instruetion isswed by
our Public Health Department that no ship
was to be allowed into the port of Fremantle
for seven days after leaving an infected
port. The time is now fhree days, 'under
the Commonwealth regulations,

The Minister for Mines: We had an in-
feeted port 12 miles from Fremantle,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:" Yes, after the
State regulations had been withdrawn. TUn-
til our State regulationa were withdrawn,
Western Australia was clear of pneumonie
influenza. .

Mr. Underwood: Nonsense!

The Minister for Mines: That is not so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There was only
the ordinary influenza.

Mr. Underwood: There were deaths from
puenmonic influenza at Woodman'’s Point
before last Christmas. Soldiers died there.

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not need to
be veminded of that faet by the hon. mem-
bhér. Those were cases landed in quarantine,
I amn dealing with the State outside the quar-
antine area, and I say there was no pneu-
monic influenzn in Western Augtralia up to
the time of the State Government’s with-
drawal of their own regulations.

Mr. Foley: Before the State regulations
were revoked it was reported to the City
health authorities that there were cases.
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have been told
definitely and distinetly and authoritatively
that if there had been any sigms at all of
pnenmenic influenza, quarantine wonld have
been imposed for the safety of the gemeral
publie, Qur State bas had to suffer owing
to the snbstitution of the Pederal regulations
for the State regulations. I trust the hon.
member will carry out hig intention of mov-
ing a further motion in this connection,

On motion Ly the Minister for Mines de-
bate adjourned,

MOTION~WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
ACT AND GENERAL INSURANCE.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD (Pilbara) [4.57]:.T
move—

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable that the Government establish a
general insurance fund in eonnection with
the Workers’ Compensation Act,

I feel sure this motion will appeal to the
good sense of hon. members. Tpon its being
carried, T hope the Government will give
effcet to the degire of the House by introduc-
ing the necessary Bill. For muny years I
have been of opinion that legislation on
these lines should be enacted, I believe that
really the matter has been merely overlaoked
by previous Governments. Notwithstanding
the condemnation by Chambers of Commerce
of State emterprise, it is the duty of any
community, being convinced that a serviee
can be more economically provided through
the State than by private enterprige, to adopt
State enterprise for that purpose. There is
ample evidence in other countries te snp-
port the contention that a State insurance
scheme will be ahle to eoffect a great redue-
tion in premiums, and that the workmen will

receive better treatment from a State fund

than from a private insurance company. Let
me rgmind how members that we have in
this State a fund for the insurance of Gov-
ernment employees under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Aet., That fund was established
by the SBeaddan Government about six years
ago.
Mr. Munsie: It shows a nice profit, too.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Tt has a credit bal-
anee to-day of about £35,000. Bearing in
mind that the preminms . were reduced by
nearly 50 per cent., we can compute that by
the establishment of that fund the State has
up to date saved something in the neighbour-
hood of £100,000. The fund has-been ad-
ministered most liberally towards the injured
person,. Moreover, dnring all that time, it
has never been fuund necessary to go to
court or employ lawyers.

Hou. P. Collier: Aud many payments have
been made which would not have been made
by private companies.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: That is so. The Gov-

ernment have all the machinery for carrying *

out insurance of this description in every
part of the State. ~We have our offigers
everywhere. Even the men in charge of

857

police stations could aceept premiums and
give receipts.

Mr, 8mith:” Would you pay them extral

Mr, UNDERWOOD: That is a matter for
the Public Service Commissioner to consider.
It would be part of their work for the
officers in the small towns, whereas in the
big towns special officers would deal with it.
Again, in every town we have a medical
officer subsidizsed by the Government, who
would be the Government’s representative
in considering cases under the Aet, In Brit-
ain there has been an enormous number of
cases under the Act, and it has become the
practice of the ingurance companies to fight
every eas¢ in which they have a poassible
chancé of winning, They -offer in gettlement
possibly not half of what the injured person
is entitled to, and they keep on trying to
beat him all they can, unless he has hehind
him somebody who can threaten to go to
law. With a'State fund this would entirely
disappear.

Mr., 8mith: What gnarantee have we of
that? ‘

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The guarantee that
it has disappeared in countries where they
have thiz fund, It has disappeared entirely
in our own State. Tt has disappeared entirely
in Queensland. T find it very difficult to get
any information as to what profits the in-
surance Gompanies are making in this State.
In the pocket year book for 1917 in regard
to the employers’ liability and workmen’s
compensation insurance, the rTevenue was
£56,000, the losses, | less  re-insuranees,
amounted to £29,000, commission and agents’
eharges reached £6,000, while other expenses
of management totalled £14,500. We do not
know where the ‘other expenses’’ went to,
but I am prepared to say that the insured
did not get any more than the companies
eared to give them. After the war had been
in progress for some time it was found by
the British Government that the insurance
companies were making considerable profits,
and in consequence Britain established her
own insurance, taking all risks, even those
trom bombardment and aeroplancs; and the
latest report in regard to that shows a profit
of £17,000,000. When we talk of national
re-organisation, I think we are compelled fo
eomsider this guestion of insuranee. In New
South Wales the Chamber of Manufactures
found that they were paying what they
thonght to be too high a price. T have here
a copy of the ‘‘Bulletin’’! of 24th July last,

piving the figures of the Manufacturers’
Mutual Accident Juosuranee Association,
Limited, Sydney. Starting in  April,
1915, they have paid in bonuses to

insurers gomething like £26,000, and have
built up a reserve of £19,000. The ‘‘Bulle-
tin’? refers to the euterpriss in this way—
Five years ago the Sydnev:Chamber of
Manufactures decided that the insurance
companies were on too good a wicket so
far as workmen’s compensation policies
were concerned. So this little m+oal office
was formed to hold on to some of the pro-
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fits for policy holders, The table indicates
how -successful the enterprise has been,
though it tells only part of the story, Ior
workmen’s compensation
sweet 4 thing as it nsed to he. To begin
with, two years ago a new Aect, providing
considerably inereased ndvanta.ges, super:
scded the old one. At the same time the
proprietary .concerns, instead of inereasing
their tariff to meet the additional risks, got
cold feet, partly as a rcsult of the Gov-
ernment monopoly created by the Queens-
land Act, and partly because of the opera-
tions of ‘this and other mutual companies,
and rates were actually reduced by abont
ong-third,. The Manufacturers’ Mutual
alae adopted the new standard rates; and
the result hos been 4 higher loss ratio and
n smaller margin of profit.

As 3 matter of faet, wherever there has been

Btate insurance or mutual insurance, it has

been found that the premium -rates can be

reduced by pretty well fifty per cent. I un-
derstand there is at Kalgoorlie a mine which
does its own insurance and which is showing
2 very solid profit in regard to insurance.
The Qneensland Aet was passed a couple
of years age. I have herc the report of the
Tnsurance Commissioner of that State, from
which I take the following:—

Establishment—The sum of £20,000 ap-
propriated under Section 5 of the Workers’
Compensation Aet, 1016, for the purpose
of cstablishing the State Aeccident Insur-
ance Office was duly paid over by the
Treasury, but, having been repaid immed-
intely, is omitted entirely from the at-
tached accounts.

Parliament voted £20,000 for the purpose
but not a penny of this has been used. The
repart continmes—
The actual outlay 'ineurred by the De-
partment of Justice for the egtablishment
of the office up to and including 30th June,
1916, was £3,570 12s. 4d., the whole of
wbhich has also been repaid.
I will not read any further, The report
ghows a reserve of well ever £50,000, and
they have there a system of rebate to in-
surers. The Insurance Commigsioner, writing
in answer to inguiries from Westem Ang-
tralia, said—

No State which opens a State insurance
department wnder proper eontrol need
have any fear regarding the success or
popularity of the venture, and if arrange-
ments can be made between the wvarions

" Governments to work in with one anather
in the question of re-insurance, -then the
existing State offices will be immensely
strengthened, and will in turn be of much
agsistance to newcomers. I look forward
with confidence to the not far distant time
when every State in Australia will have
its own State Government insurance office,
transacting a large proportion of the bus-
iness of its own State and re-insuring its
excess co-operatively with the other States.
Hon. P. Collier: In Queensland the prem-

jumg have been materially reduced.

isn’t quite as

_mauntle) [5.15]:
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. UNDERWOOD: That is so, and they
hav esta.bhshed a gystem of rebate. TFind-
mg they were making & huge profit they have
retunded it in the form of bonuges, as this
mutual ¢company in Sydney bas done. State
ingirance against accident is known over
the whole of the English speaking countries
of the world, It is in operation in several
States in Canada, in many States of Amer-
iea, in New Zealand, in Vietoria, and. in
Quengland. I have here a few notes which
1 have collated in regard to the movement.
In the States of Washington and Wyoming
insurance iz a monopoly of the State fund
and is eompulsory. In Nevada, Oregon,
and Porto Rico, the State funds are also
monopolies, but in those Sthtes the aceept-.
ance of the Compensation Act is elective for
many employers. In the States of Colorado,
Maryland, Michigan, Montana, New York,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virgina, State
funds are organised in eompetition with other
forms of insurance, In the majority of
States where competition exists, all bodies
transacting business are required to make
contribution for expenses of the State Com-
missioner, which among other duties collects
statistics and has power to fix rates. That
iz how far they have proceeded in America.
Flere, of course, we have uo such law, and
the insarance companies can charge just as
mueh as they think the employer is likely to
pay. I have said that we have in our State
departments the machinery for transacting
insurance business all over the State. We
have in the Public Service a man well capable
of establishing this fund.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He has a scheme out

“already, has he not¥

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T do not know. I
am referring to Mr. Bennett, who has the
existing scheme in hand and, ne doubt, he is
quite eompetent te organise the proposed
scheme, There may be some who would say
that this can be accomplished under corpora-
tion, that is to say, that the Chamber of
Mannfactures may establish a fond, the mill
ewners may establish 4 fund, and the Cham-
Yer of Mines may establish a fund. But
that plan wounld leave out many small em-
ployers who could not get into the combina-
tion, and therefore it is essential that the
State ghould take up this matfer, By bring-
ing in legislation such as I propose, we shall

be nble to reduce the cost of insaranee very -

materially to employers and will be able to
give the injured workers a considerably bet-
ter deal than they get to-day.

Oz motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

PAPERS—FREEZING WORKS, TRE-
MANTLE, LEASES RESUMED.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
I move—

That all papers regarding the resump-
tion of leases of land granted for the pur-
pose of ubtammg lime, ete, and resumed
for the purpose’ of granting them to a
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company in connection with the erection of

freezing works, ete, at Fremantle, be laid

on the Table of the House.
My main object iz to ascertain whether an
injustice has been done'to those who held the
leases prior to their resumption. IXf an in-
justice has been dome, I intend to ask the
House to order an inguiry.

The Minister for Works: The lessees
agreed upon a sum and were paid.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Thin land was
granted on a five years’ lease and, when the
lgases were resumed the Government, accord-
ing to my information, merely paid the cost
which had been ineurred to put in machinery
for working the leases. A certain amount of
money was borrowed by the lessees—working
men—itfor the erection of kilns, ete, and to
work the leases, When the leasex: were re-
sumed, the men were compensated only to
the extent of their outlay, and received no-
thing whatever for their probable losses dur-
ing the period of the leases. So far as I can
learn, the men who held the leases received
not A penny.
compensation bad to be devoted to repay the
money horrowed for erecting the kilns, ete.
These men had made arrangements for the
five years’ working of the leases and had
entered into contracts to supply lime, ete.,
ahead.

The Minister for Works: I understood
they were paid fair compensation and were
satisfied.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The papers will
show whether that is so. If the facts are in
accordance with my information, further ac-
tion should be taken.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [5.18]: I have no objection to mak-
ing the papers available so that the hon.
member c¢an see what has happened. Prob-
ably he will find that his information is not
quite correet,

Question put and passed,

PAPERS — INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
BOARD, SUSTENANCE ALLOWANCE,
Mr. ROBINSON (Camning) [9.15]: I

move—

That all papers connected with the grant-
ing of sustenanece allowances to farmers by
the Industries Assistance Board be laid on
the Table of the House.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham) {5.20]: T have no objection to laying
the papers on the Table.

Question put and passed.

PAPER3—S30LDIER SETTLEMENT,
ESTATES PURCHASED.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.21]:; I
move—
That all papers relating to the purchase
of estates for the purpose of soldier settle-
ment be laid on the Table.

The -amount paid by way of
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I understand the Government offer no objec-
tion to this motion,

The Premier: Do you mesn estates repur-
chased for subdivision?

Hon. P, OOLLIER: Yes.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—HOSPITAL FOR INSANE,
. TO INQUIRE.

Mr. JONES
niove—

*‘That in the opinion of this House a
Royal Commission should be appointed to
inquire into:—1, The conditions of em-
ployment of the staff at the Claremont
Flospital for the Insane. 2, The methods
under which patients are admitted into
and detained in the hospital. 3, The
fitness of Dr, Anderson to, hold the posi-
tion of Inspector General.”’

The conditions prevailing at the Claremont
Asylum have received so wuch ventilation
during the last 13 months or so that mest .
members are fnlly aware all is not well at
that instituticn. Last session 1 endeavoured
to seoure the appointment of a IRoyal Com-
mission to inquire into the conduet of affairs
at the Hospital for the Insane, but, owing
to the ur gency of dealing fwith the Andmach
case, the inquiry was restricted to that par-
tieular matter, Since then many facts have
beent brouglit to light by the newspapers,
particularly the '¢Snnday Times’’ and lately
the ‘‘Call.’’ Not only this institution, but
the whole State, is working under difficul-
ties owing to quarantine regulations. The
whole of the Hospital for the Insane -is
quarantined and the attendants are unable
to leave the institntion. The eonditions un-
der which the staff are gquarantined deserve
mors than passing mention. Some little time
ago the Inspector General for the Imsanc
thought the hospital should be ‘placed in
strief quarantine, and immediately pro-
hibited any attendant from leaving the in-
stitution. It was some considerable time
after he' hingelf decided on .this that he
Lrought the matter Dbefore the Medical
Board which, naturally being an agreeable
gort of trade union body, agreed with him.
However, for three weeks, on his own respon-
gibility, he had quarantingd the institution.
At that time several things happened. An
attendant, a returned soldier named Edwards,
reccived news that his wife had to undergo’
a dangerons operation, and I helieve Dr.
Atkingon' telephoned him that he ocught to
see her before the operation was performed.
Edwards' saw the Inspector General and un-
dertook that, if he were allowed to go out
to see his wite, he would forego all pay
during the time he would he in isolation
after his return, Dr, Anderson refused to
allow him to go. Another returned soldier
had an important appointment at the divoree
court. He, too, offered, if he were allowed
to go, to bear the expense of isclation on hig
return. Again the doctor refused to grant
permission. Both these men, returned sol-

(Fremantle) [5.228]: oI
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diers who had fought for their country, dis-

played the same spirit in dealing with Dr,
Anderson as they did in dealing with the
other Kaiser, They simply walked ont of
the institution, and weve not allowed to re-
turn. Not merely has this man Anderson
refused to allow them to return to the Hos-
pital for the Insane, but he has dogged their
footsteps ever since by endeavouring fo
black list them and prevent them from ob-
taining employment in any other depart-
ment. FEvidence of this can be produced
when necessary. Later, a number of the at-
tendants, being thoroughly fed up with the
conditions, decided to walk out. Nineteen
of them—cleven returned soldiers-—walked
out, refusing to stand the quarantining any
longet, and were not allowed to go back. The
whole of those ningteen attendants have been
blacklisted by the Colomial Seceretary’s de-
partment, although trained attondants have
been required, snd they have been refused
work in other jobs they could perform.

The Minister for Works: What evidence

. have you of that¥

Mr. JONES: The fact that they applied
for positions under the quarantine depart-
ment aud were told by the officer in
charge that they are not to be employed in
any capacity by the department. Further,
one man was appointed to a position at the
Old Men’s Heome and has been dogged de-
liberately- and personally by Dr. Anderson,
who has endeavoured to get him sacked.

The Minister for Works: Of course you
vouch for that yourselff

Mr, JONES: When a commission is ap-
ipeinted I shall produee the evidence.

The Minister for Works: You are giving
hearsay, not facts.

Mr, JONES: I have no desire to
romance; I simply wish to quote the facts
before me, in order that the House may re-
alise the need for appointing a commission,
As members may know, the attendants have
filed a citation in the Arbitration. Court, with
a view to getting better wages and condi-
tions., At present they are prevented from
proceeding owing to the quarantine arrange-
ments imposed by Dr. Anderson. Whether
those restrictions are necessary or unneces-
sary, I do not know, but the fact remains
that the staff is abselutely seething with dis-
content, Whilst they are compelled to stay
in the institution,” the doctor himself is run-
ning in and out as he pleases; and the milk-
man, eoalman, Swan Brewery driver and
various other tradesmen are passing in and
out freely without any restriction whatever.
T suggest that in considering the position,
either all shonld be placed in quarantine, or
nonc at all. The half-way measures are
hitting the attendants, while s¢ many other
pecple are allowed to go in and ount at their
will. The existing system under which
patients are admitted to the hospital is also
a matter that a Royal Commission ean in-
vestigate, and perhaps suggest an amendment
to the law as it stands. Let me take the
famous Andinach case. We find that that
unfortunate individual was wsitting on his
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verandah one morning apparently free and
happy. I might have come along, or a medi-
cal man might have passed and declared
Andinach to be a harmless and contented
man on that partienlar day, but two police’
ment appeared on the secene—and policemen
have no more medical knowledge than I have
—and removed the man to the cells, Subse-
quently they took him to the mental ward of
the Perth hospital without a doetor having
seen him. That sort of thing goes on all the
time, and that is a condition of affairs whick
requires to be investigated with a view to an
alteration being brought about. When a
doctor is not called in in such circumatances,
it is not to be wondered that many cases
similar to that of Andinach oceur and are
smothered up by the authorities. In sub-
mitting a similar motion to the House some
twelve months ago I stated that there were
many cases of cruelty at that time in the
Claremont Hospital for the Insane. Many
of the patients, I stated, were suffering from
broken ribg, broken arms, and bruiges. That
sort of thing is still going on. Hon. members
will understand that it is praectically impos.
posible to submit complete evidence, but T
have enough to show that I am not talking
from imagination. Perhaps the most start-
ling thing which has been brought forward
is the way in which the Inspector General of
the Insane deals with refractory eases. The
matter wag fairly fully ventilated in a loecal
paper, ‘“The Call,’’ only this week, We
find that patients who have been found guilty
of atriking attendants are admonished, but in
those instances when they have got near
enough to strike or attempt to strike Dr.
Andergon, the punishment which bas been
awarded -has been such in its eruelty as to
compare with the worst form of torture which
we know was regorted to in medieval times—
torture that could only be inflicted by an in-
human and devilish being. I refer particu-
larly to the medicinal part of the torture.
When I last submitted a similar motion T
stated that the methods of restraint adopted
at the Clarcmont asylum were obsolete, and
I also said that in addition to those methods
it was a ecommon thing to give patients what
was known as ‘‘whitehouse,’? T did not then
go as far as I should have done. The mem-
her for Pilbara, who was then aeting for
the Colonial Beeretary, pointed out that
‘fywhitehouse’’ was harmless, that it was a
medicine any hon. member could take with-
out it affecting him., As pointed out by the
paper to which I have referred, the punish-
ment meted out to refractory patients by
Dr. Andersen consists of the administering
of a deadly Indian oil known as croton oil
Had T been aware that the motion which T
am submitting would have come up for dis-
cussion to-day, I would have hrought’ a
sample along for the benefit of hon. mem-
bers, so that they might form some estimate
of the inhuman medieval methods used by
the Inspector General of the Tnsane. Three
drops of that oil are enough to kill any or-
dinary man, and as much as five spots of it
have been given to a patient. No medical
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man with a spark of manliness in him would
allow such a thing to be done. Yet these un-
fortunate beings, who have unbappily at-
tempted to strike his high and mightiness,
the Inspector General, have been sentenced
to seven days solitary confinement on bread
and water, and to sleep on the floor with
one piece of canvas as sole covering, in 3ddi-
tion to which they have had administered the
eroton oil. I do not wish to go into details,
but I Wwould request hon. members to ask
any medical man the effect of that poison on
the lining of the stomach. If the debate ig
to be adjourned, I will, when replying, give
lon. members some idea of the harm which
follows the taking of the oil. Patients with
their intestines practically hanging out have
nndergone solitary confinement after having
_bad administered to them the deadly oil by
that inhuman creature the Ingpector General,
We should not for a moment allow z man of
that deseription to coutinue to have control
of menta) cases, and 2 stringent inguiry
should be carried out in order to determine
his fitness to occupy the position he holds.
When I get a chance to reéply, T will be able
to deal with the matter more fully, and will
submit proofs of the statements T have made.
Although I have introduced the subject
briefly, the facts which T have quoted are
true, and if necessary I will supplement them
at a later stage.

On motion by the Premier the debate ad-
journed.

PAPERS — -ONGERUP SETTLEMENT,
AGRICULTURAL BANK TRUSTDES’
VISIT.

On motion by Mr. Thomson ordered:
‘“That all papers in connection with the
visit of the Trustees of the Agrieultural
Bank to Ongerup be laid on the Table of the
House.’?

MOTION—STATE SMELTING WORKS,
TREATMENT OF ORES,

Mr. SMITH (North Perth) [540]: I
move—

That Subelause (2) of Regulation 16, for
the treatment of auriferous copper ores at
the State Smelting Works, Phillips River,
under the ‘‘Mining Development Act,
1902,’’ and Iaid upon the Table of the
Houwse on the 31st July, 1919, be disal-
lowed

The motion is a harmless one. It is intended
to prevent great harm being done to one of
our langnishing industries. It is well known
that mining in the Phillips River diskrict
has been o precarious industry for some time
past. ' Since the commencement of the war
the necessity for copper as a metal largely
nsed in the proseention of the war, gave an
opportunity to the owners of mines in the
Phillips River district to re-open some of
their shows and take advantage of the in-
creased price that was being paid for the
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metal, The Government went to the assist-
anee of those mine owners and they proceeded
to, and in fact did, carry out smelting for
the mines, which were able to produce suffi-
cient ore for that pwrpose. It is neecessary
of course, that smelting operations should be
carried on vnder a eertain set of regulations.
T understand that although smelting started
two or three years ago it was only on the
4th April last that the regulations for the
eonduct of the work were gazetted. TFor
gsome time before that period dissatisfaction
existed between the owners of the mines and
the Government who had been carrying on
smelting operations for the owners, and that
dissatisfaction has led to litigation. I un-
derstand that several cases are pending, and
that the owners of the mines are claiming
a large sum from the Government on account
of overcharges in some way or other. I have
not the information as to how the owners
arrive at their claims, but ¥ am informed
that the Government have been treating them
unfairly by charging them exerbitant fees
for smelting. They have consequently built
up big elaims against the Government, which
of course will be settled in due course in the
law courts. The faet remains that in Aprii
last the Government drew up regulations for
the condugt of smelting operations, and they
saw fit to make one of them retrospective.
That iy the regnlation I am now asking the
House to disallow, because in my opinion it
is unfair that the Government should adopt
this course of making the regulations retro-
gpective so as to ent away whatever right
the niine owners may have had and put
them out of court in regard to their elaims,
The regnlation of which I complain is sub-
clause 2 of regulation 16, which says—
For the purpose of such .advances in-

terim charges will be made as follows—

{a) Up to the end of the year 1918, ete~—
This nieans that the regulation will operate
from the time the Government started smelt-
ing for the mines, which, I understand, will
take them back three years. In other words,
the owners of the mines are to be bound by
these regulations, in the framing of which
they have had no say whatever. Members
will see that this is a most unfair way of
treating customers. If the Government have
wmade a mistake they should stand te it. It
is an unheard of thing for the Government
to rectify some mistake they have made by
garetting regulahona that will prevent the
unfortunate mine owners from obtaining that
to which they are justly entitled. Most of
these mine owners, I understand, are work-
ing men who have joined together in amull
syndicates. 1t will be a real hardship if they
are compelled to pay this arbitrary price for
smelting their ores. They take strong ex-
ception to this. Apart from the individnal
merits of the case I protest :;trtmgljr against
the action of this Government, in this or any
other councetion, by which thcy make their
regulations ratrospective and deprive the cit-
izens of the State of their rights.

On wmiotion by the Premier
journed.

debate, ad-
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MOTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT, RE-
PURCHASE OF ¢ MARYBROOK »’
ESTATE.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.50]: I
move—

That all papers in connection with the
repurchase of a portion of E. R. Bun-
bury’s estate known as ‘‘Marybrook,’’
and situated abent nine miles from Bus-
selton, be laid upon the Table of the
Houze.

Mr. SPEAKER: It appears to me that a
motion, which has been carried earlier in the
afternoon, as moved by the member for
Boulder, covers the motion of the member

for Bussex in so far as the papers asked for

are concerned.

Mr. PICKERING: But I should Like to
say a few words on this motion. A great
deal of dissatisfaction exists throughout the
State over the prices that have heen paid
for repurchased properties. It appears that
the main question to be taken into con-
sideration has been rather the satisfaction
to be given to the men who -sell the land
than to the men who are going 'to uge it. I
have had given to me a largely signed
petition from the Donnybrock district from
persons who protest against the price that
has been paid for certain land which is not
in- my electorate. As many of the residents
of my eleetorate, however, have inspected
this land, they have ashed me to bring the
matter onder the notice of the Premier. The
papers to which I refer in my motion are in
connection with the estate of Mr. E. R.
Buonbury, known as ‘‘Marybrook.”” The
land in question is the worst in that partico-
lar bloek. It is a portion which has had
searcely any improvements effected upon it
since it has been in the possession of the
present owner. His whole efforts have been
confined to the better class of land, which
lies quite apart from that whi¢ch has been
resumed for returned soldiers,

Hon. P. Collier: He has stuck to that.

Mr. PICKEERING: It is not in the deal.
This is the practice whieh is generally
adopted by those who are selling land for
retnrned soldiers,

Hon. P. Collier:
tion,

Mr.

They retain the good por-
PICEERING: Yes, and dispose of

the more or less indifferent portions for

repatriation purposes. The only improve-
ments that have been made on this land, up
to within the last two or three years, com-
prige ringbarking and fencing. The result
of the ringbarking has beem to malke this
land praectically an impenetrable forest.
Settlers on this land, therefore, are immedi-
ately confronted with all this timber aund
nndergrowth before they can avail them-
selves of the land. The improvements which
have been effected here are renlly non-
existent. I have also received another peti-
tion asking that I should move in conmec-
tion with the resumption of certain other
land adjoining thig particular property.

Althengh I am prepared to eoncede that the
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land, the resumption of which I am asked
to request the Government to make, is much
of it first class land, I am afraid the im-
provements effected upon it are not suffi-
cient to bring them within the meaning of
the word ‘‘improvements’’ as they affect
our repatriated soldiers. A small area has
been cleared, the fencing is in an indifferent
coundition, whilst the other improvements
consist only of ringbarking. The price paid
for this ‘‘Marybrook’’ estate was, L under-
stand, £3 per acre. I am convineed that the
onner of the property would not have sold
it at that price had he not beon satisfied
with what he was getting. My fear, how-
ever, ig- that this price will be taken as the
basis upon which land adjacent to it will
be offered for sale. Anyone who wishes to
sell land for the settlement of our soldiers
should regard the transaction in the light
of how it will benefit those who “have done
g0 much in their interests. The motive that
should actuate the seller should be to dis-
pose of his property at the lowest possible
price 'he can afford to take for it.

Hon. P. Collier: Whilst not impugning the
honour of the members of the board, I say
that the fact of their being large land
owners in the vicinity of this land natur-
ally means that they will not fix a price
which will depreciate the value of their
own land. !

My, PICKERING: That is the assump-
tion. A fair basis of sale wounld be to take
the purchase priee, and add the value of the
improvements and reasonable interest for
the period during which the property has
been lying idle. :When it is considered that
this land is being bought for the settlement
of our returned soldiers, I do not think any
benefit should acerne to the vendors from
the faet of a survey being made for the
Busselton-Margaret River railway, and from
any uncarned inerement that might come
from the improvement in the value of the
land owing to its proximitiy to a national
railway,

The Minister for Works: Is this land on
the route of the proposed railway?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes,

The Minister for Works: How would it
be affected if T deviated the line from the
proposed route?

Mr. PICKERING: If the line were de-
viated in the way I have suggested previ-
ously, this land would be within five miles
of it.

The Minister for Works: Tt is now on
the linet

Mr, PICKERING: Yes, the line would
paga through it. I understand that the
Premier agrees to place these papers on the
Table of the House.

Hen, W, C, Angwin: Has this property
been purchased for subdivision?

Mr. PICEERING: Yes. It eomprises 300
acres and will be divided into three home-
stead farms. These soldiers will go on to
what is practieally unimproved land.

Mr. Angwin: The Government gave £3
0dd per acre for an unimproved property?

|
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Mr, PICKERING: It has been ringbarked
and fenced, but that is all,

Mr, Smith: Who bought it? .

Mr. PICKERING: The Government.

Myr. Smith: Who was responsible?

Mr. PICKERING: I am not yet able to
say.

Hon. P. Collier: It must have heen bought
on' the recommendation of the board.

Mr, PICKERING: When T have seen the
papers I shall known more about the matter,
There is a possibility of a larger area ad-
joining this particular property being re-
sumed for the soldiers. It is good land,
and T should like to see it resumed provided
the price asked is a fair and reasonable one.
I am not going to be a party to any deal in
which I consider the interests of the seller
are placed above those of the purchaser, I
am sure this iz the attitude of the House in
this connection.

Mr, Johaston: You do not want any wore
land in th,gj; logality bought at the same
price? L

Mr, PICKERING: I want it bought at its
true value, and not at a price which will
make it impossible for the soldier to make
good. I know the desire of the House is that
every soldier who takes up land, whether it
has been repurchased or is Crown land shonld
have every prospect of ma.kmg good Without
- undue labour to himself.

Question put and passed,

BMOTION—RAILWAY CONSTRUGTION
PRIORITY.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [5.68]: I move—

That the resolution passed by the Houge
to the effect ‘‘That the first railway to
be constructed shall be the KEsperance
Northwards line,”’ be waived to allow of
the provision of the few miles of railway
to Bruce Roek, necessary to remove the
disabilitics of the. large number of set-
tlers on the Kuminin and Wadderin areas.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No railway has yet
heen passed for Bruce Rock.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: So far as the Tength of
railway is concerned, it appears to me to
be ecasiest for the Government to earry out
this small piece of work. T asked the Min-
ister for Railways the other day as to
whether rails were available or when they
were likely to be, and suggested the pro-
bability of gefting rails either from New-
castle or Great Britain. T was told in reply
that there was not mueh likelihood of this.

Hon. W. G. Angwin: They procured 14 or
16 miles of rails for Lake Clifton,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: When looking through
the report of the Commissioner for Railways
I saw that certain relayings of lines had
taken place. It struek me that it should not
be a very difficalt thing to manage.-the lay-
ing of the 19 miles of line, which would ba
all that would lbe necessary to connect. these
people with means of transport.
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: It might be a diffcult
matter to get a Bill through the House for
its. construction,

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I also asked the Min-
ister for Railways if he was aware of the
disabilities of the people at Emu Hill
throngh having to pay freight over some-
thing like 100 miles of railway on all their
produce going to and coming from Pertli?
I asked@ whether steps were likely to be taken
to remove the disability, and was informed,
in the good old Government phrase, that the
matter was under consideration.

Hon. P. Collier: What distance is this
proposed line of yours?

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Nineteen and a-half
milgs, Seeing that it is not likely to be pos-
sible to get the necessary rails. promptly, I
asked whether a flat rate would be granted
to these settlers; and I was informed that
there were other settlers in the same posi-
tion and that financial considerations pre-
vented the granting of a flat rate. The
people of Kuminin are located on one of
the best wheat areas in Western Australia,
but they have been subjected to continual
disappointment, The railway as originally
surveyed was to go right through the centre
of their area. This was while the member
for Northam was Minister for Lands, but a
new Minister for Lands came in, Mr. W. D.
Tohnson, and o dispute arose as to whether
the line should be taken mote to the west-
ward. Two seleet committees inquired into
the matter, and brought in conflicting re-
ports. In the end, the railway was taken
some 20 miles to the westward of where
these settlers are sitnated, and they are in
just as bad a position as before the building
of the line. Ilven those nearer to the mew
railway lLave a long stretech of lake country
to cross, over which carting is at times al-
most impossible. Eventuvally, after a deal
of agitation, the line was carried through
from Kondinin to Narembeen; so that really
there are two railway lines now .supposcd to
be serving the district, In order to get
their produets to Perth and their goods
from Perth the scttlers have to pay an addi-
tional 100 miles of railway freight; and, as
regards the goldfields market for chaiff, the
cireuitous route meéans an additional 170
miles of haulage. .

Hon., P. Collier: Are the hardships of
these people worse than the hardships of the
Esperance settlers?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Presumably the leader
of the Opposition Lelieves in the greatest
good for the greatest number. Here we have
one of the best wheat-growing distriets in
the State, and a thickly populated distriet,”
labouring under heavy disabilities.

Hon. P. Collier: But surely settlers who
have no railway at all lJabour under 4 greater
grievanee.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Undoubtedly.
to-day received a telegram reading—

The following resolution was- to-day un-
animously earried by a large meeting of
the Emu Hill settlers: ‘‘That your Gov-

I have
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ernment be asked to continue the railway

from Narambeen to give settlers railway

facilities, leaving to your Government the
question of route.’’ :

Mr. Lambert: Now will yon read a wire
from the Esperance settlersy

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member ¢an
do that, The Emu Hill ssttlers in the firat
ingtance had to cart from Doodlakine, which
was the nearest town, over a distance of 68
miles, When the railway was carried through
from Greenhills to Bruce Rock, they thought
things were improving for them. They then
saw within reasonable distance a line which
had been promised to them from the very be-
ginning of the settlement of their area. But
they were again disappointed. The railway
has been taken to Narembeen, To-day the
Emu Hill settlers certainly have a railway,
but it is subject to the doubtful privilege of
paying 100 miles’ extra freight in one direc-
tion and nearly 170 miles’ extra freight in
another.

Mr. Toley: What was the reason for the
shifting of the townsites?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I cannot say, any more
than T ean give the reason for the c¢onflicting
reports of the select committees, one commit-
tee appointed by the Upper House and the
other by this Chamber. I do not think I need
say much more.
~ Hon. P. Collier:
case at all.

Hen. T. Walker: None whatever.

Alr. GRIFFITHS: It suits hon, members
opposite to say that. They look at the mat-
ter only from their point of view.

Mr. Johnston: Would the route to Merre-
din suit the hon. member?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes, either to Bruce
Roek or to Merredin. It i3 not a question
of route, but a question of petting those
settlers connected with the railway system to
the north. The settlers have expressed them-
selves as indifferent in regard to the question
of route.

Hon. T. Walker: Who signed the telegram$

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Mr. W. Cairps, the sec-
retary of the local railway league. The only
reason why Bruce Rock is suggested is that
this ronte will involve mt a short length of
constrnction, in the absence of enough rails
to carry the line through to Merredin.

Mr. Foley: What argument have you put
up for building this line before completing
the Esperance railway?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There is hardly a soul
in the Esperance distriet to-day.

- Hon. T. Walker: Many of the settlers
have been driven away by what is really per-
geention, and you want to drive the rest of
them away.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is not a matter of
persecution, but of what is best for the State
as a whole. On the one hand there is a
large number of settlers, whilst on the other
hand there are practically no settlers fo use
the railway when bnilt.

Hoen, P. Collier: There never will he many
gettlers in the Esperance distriet until we
give them the railway.

You have made out no
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Mr. GRIFFITHS: No one is more reads
to help those Esperance people than I am
But is it a business proposition for the Biate
at present to build the Esperance railway
while we have all these settlers at Emu Hill
Wadderin, South Kuminin, North Kuminin
and Eondinin awaiting proper direct railway
facilities, with freight available? In the ‘one
ease we are asked to build a line where there
is practically no settlement, in the other case
we are asked to build a very short length of
line to serve a great deal of settiement.

Mr. Lambert: Do yon realise that the
building of the Esperance railway will facili-
tate the business of 30,000 people to the ex-
tent of smaving them 200 miles of railway
freight$

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T do.

Mr. Lambert: Then you ought to sit down.

My, GRIFFITHS: I will not sit down., I
will stand up to prevent the settlers whom I
have mentioned from being heavily penalised
by unnecessary railway freights.

Mr. Lambert: The Esperance people have
been penalised for 30 years.
Mr. SPEARKER: Order!
Coolgardie must keep order.

Mr. Lambert;: But we have a right to
correct the hon. member if he is wrong.

Mr. SBPEAKER: The member for Cool-
gardie hags no right to interject. I have
already allowed too much interjection.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T am rather pleased at
the hon. member’s interjections, because they
bring out certain facts which help my case.

The member for

Sitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Before ten I was d{is-
cussing the Narembeen siding. I will now
give o few facts and figures vegarding it.
The mileage from Perth to Narembeen, via
Narrogin, is 282 miles, and via Bruee Rock
180 miles. The sidings affected are Kon-
dinin, South Kuminin, East Kuminin, Central,
Emn Hill, North Kuminin, Wadderin and
Graball. This is a great distriet, and it has
to pay from 70 to 90 miles extra freight on
every bag of wheat, every ton of chaff and
every head of catile. In addition there is a
heavy tonnage of super, machinery, build-
ing materials and general merchandise from
the metropolis representing from 80 to 100
miles additional freight. The additional
mileage is practically wasted—an economic
waste. I approzched the Railway Depart-
ment when the member for Yilgarn was
Minister and asked for the fignres in regard
to the tonnage of wheat and general stores
carried. pver that railway., The hon. mem-
ber furnished me with the figures for the
quiet six months of the year, June to Octo-
ber, when the big tonnage of wheat was not
being shipped, In respect of those sidings
during that period 4,255 tons of freight
werg carried over the line. Those figures
deal only with wheat and chaff, and do net
take into consideration cattle, sheep, pigs,
and other stock. That tonnage runs into
a considerable sum of money. 1 am sure

the Treasurer will sympathise with me, par-
)
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ticnlarly when I refer to the Industries
Agsigtance Board, which a little time ago
complained that they had to find half a
milion of money to keep their setilers
going.
waste of freight on all that tomnage. One
department pays it to another, practically
robbing Peter to pay Paunl, We talk a lot
abont economy, and T maintain thut, in view
of the faet that the State cannot afford to
waste any of its capital, this question should
be taken inte consideration, remembering

that the Government have to finanee those:

farmers, and rémembering also the infernsl
city drift which we ought to be attempting
to stop. The resolution which I propose
ghould be waived, is a foolish one. T voted
against it becanse, while sympathising with
the Esperance railway projeet, I think it
unwise, at a time like this, to say that we
shall build no other railway until we get
the 120 miles of rails for the Esperance

railway.

Hon. T. Walker: You are misrepresenting
now.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Well, it is of no mse

Luilding the line for 60 miles without finigh-
ing it, The few miles of rails reqmired for
this agricultural line might easily be found.
Last season 63,000 bags of wheat went from
this district, extra freightage having to be
paid on the whole of it. Moreover, 15,000
bags of wheat had to be earted in from the
northern area, a cartage which might have
been saved. Also there were 1,500 tons
from Koolberin siding, which had to pay
170 miles of extra freight to get to the
goldfields. The reply the Minisiter for
Railways gave me in regard to the impossi-
bility of getting rails might very well he
qualified. When I visited Neweastle they
were busily engaged in providing structural
steel required for shipbuilding, and for the
time being orders for rails were put on one
side. But the great urgency in regard to
shipbuilding has now passed, and conse-
quently there should be an opportunity for
getting rails from Newcastle, if not from
the Old Country, If the resolution is waived
to enable this amall length of railway to be
built, it will be best for the State as a whole.
Are we to hang up this small length of rail-
way until we can get rails for the Esperance
ling, when there ia such extreme dlfﬂculty
in getting rails at afl?

Hon. T. Walker: You said just now that
the difficultv had passed.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: To an extent lt has, I
wish to see Esperance get its railway, but
at the same time 1 comtend that, in the
interests of the State. this small length. of
mﬂway shonld he bnilt, the want of which

is entailing such hqrdshlps on the people-

afready in the distriet, whereas Eaperance
has not the people.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.40]: I
move an amendment—

That all words after ““be,”’ in line 4,

be struck out. and the followmg ingerted

in Tieu:—¢‘reseinded, and that all autho-

That department has to pay this -
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rised railways should, in the opinion of

the House, be constructed in the order

authorised by Parliament.’’

I shonld have the support of the memher
for Kanowna in this. While I congratalate
the member for York ,en his landable de-
gire to see his district served by the pro-
posed railway, it must be remembered
that the proposed railway has not yet heen
before the House, while there ig or should he
in my district ome which was authorised
on the 18th February, 1915. T quite admit
that this is opening up a big subject, in
view of the number of railways that have
been authorised. There are in my distriet
settlers who, 14 years ago, were definitely
promised railway communieation, and who,
30 miles from the head of the cxisting rail-
way, are still awaiting that communication
which was promised by the Labour Gevern-
ment.

Hon. P. Collier: We made good progress
in building railways.

Mr., THOMSON: You did, and if the
then Minister for Works (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win) had been able to carry out his pro-
mise, there would have been no necessity for
my amendment.

Hon. W. G, Angwin: That railway would
have been built now had we remained in
office.

Mr. THOMSON:
introduced the Bill
been passed by
the term of my predecessor, but
was thtown ount in the Upper House.
The Lefroy Government,: - which included the
present Minister for Works, were not quite
gincere when in 1918 they supported the
resolution regarding the Esperance railway
at the instance of the member for Kanowna.
It was only a pious resolution. The Govern-
ment could have built any other railway—

Hon. P. Collier: What, treat it as a scrap
of paper! Are you advoeating that?

Mr. THOMSON: If the leader of the
Opposition is in favour of the construetion.
of railways in the order in which they were
anthoriged——-

Hon. P. Cellier:
sanctity of pledges.

Mr. THOMSON: When it suits you.

Hon. P. Collier: Always.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The time for the
disecussion of motions has expired.

member
It had
doring

The hon.
in  1915.
this House

I am in favour of the

[Resolved: That motions be continued.]

Mr. THOMSON: I <feel confident the
amendment will have the support of the
leader of the Opposition. T would direct his
attention to the remarks he made accordmg
to ‘‘Hansard'’—

He dissented entirely from the principle
of constructing railways in the order of
their passage through the House,

Therefore, T take it he is net altogether
bound to observe the order for constructing
the Esperance railway. We know the Gov-
ernment constructed an extenmsion from EKon-
dinin to Emu Hill and, despite the very great
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shortage of rails, rails have been procured

for the construction—I understand by the

Railway Department—of a line from Lake
Clifton to the South-West Railway.

The Premier: That is very important.

Mr. THOMSON :+ The Government are not
altogether sincere when they say rails cannot
he procurad.

Hon. W. C., Angwin:
rails? )

Mr. THOMSON: I do not know.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A while ago the de-
partment said they had only 60lb. rails in
stock,

Mr. THOMSON: I have no obJeetwn to
the Lake Clifton line.

Hon. P. Collier: It iy being constructed by
private enterprise.

Mr. THOMSON: That might be so,

"he Minister for Works: The Government
have not supplied one dog-spike or one penny
of money for that line.

Mr. THOMSON: But the Minister is con-
stiucting the line.

The Minister for Works:
are construeting it.

Mr. Munsie: Then the Minister is ma.nag-
ing it.

g".I‘he Minister for Works: We are not.

My, THOMBON: It iz being construated,
and the Minister’s officers are supervising it.
I repeat that the motion carried at the in-

Are they using 60lb.

Ne, the company

stance of the member for Kanowng, that the

Esperance railway should be first eonstruected,
is only a pious resolution.

Hon. T. Walker: It was the opinion of
this Chamber,

Hon, P. Collier: A delibarate vote of this
House a pious resolution!

Mr. THOMSBON: The leader of the Op-
position knows this House has no control
over the expenditure of public money.

" Hon. P. Collier: 'We have full control.

Mr. THOMSBON : This House cannot
direet how public money shall be expended.
. Hon, W. C. Angwin: Yes, we can turn the
Government out if we are not satisfied.

Mr, THOMSON: Probably the hon. mem-
ber would like to do so. ‘‘May’! astates— -

Resolutions of this nature are permis-
sible because, having no cperative effsct,
no grant is made or. burthen imposed by
their adoption,

Hon. P. Collier: Exeepting our pledged
word according to our vote,

Hon, T. Walker: D¢ not forget we have
an Act of Parliament aunthorising its eon-
struection.

Hon. P. Collier:
that it shall be congtructed next,
more do you want?

Mr., THOMSON:
Nyabing extension.

Mr. Smith: Would not the. best way be to
start all the railways at oncef

Mr. THOMSON: If the Treasurer had the
funds and material, no doubt he would be
willing to start them to- -merrow. I want the
House to reconsider the position, and T trust
my amendment will be carried. Cirecumastances

And a vote of Parliament
‘What

I want the EKatanning-

may arise in which the Government may pro- .

[ASSEMBLY.}

eure 20 miles of rails. The member for York
(Mr. Griffiths) is requesting the construction
of a railway, approximately 1% miles long,
which has never been considered by the
House. The railway I am advocating is of
2134 miles, and has been authorised by Par-
lizment. 1f the Government found they had
20 milea of rails, why not econstract this linef
The member for North-East Fremantle (Hom.
W, C. Angwin) when Minister for Works
gtated clearly that this line would be the
next constructed after the Lake Grace rail-
way., The Lake Grace line has heen com-
pleted, He promised that the rails for this
line would be taken from the Great Southern
railway. Unfortunately those rails were re-
quired on the goldfields, Settlers were in-
dueed to go into the Pingrup area, and they
are now being forced to leave their holdings
becanse they cannot profitably cart their pro-
duce over 30 miles of bad roads.  Surely
these settlers are entitled to as mueh con-
sideration as those referred to by the mem-
ket for ¥York. I have no desive to stop the
struction of the Ksperance railway.

Hon. P. Collier: The trouble is the Gov-
ernment have no desire to start it.

Mr. THOMSON: The Government are
looking for land and the Commission, after
inspecting the Esperance district, reported in
favour of the railway, sc members need have
no fear that it will not be construeted. How-
cver, it is not fair to other portions of the
State that the Government should take ad-
vantage of their inability to complete the
Esperance line.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
the fitst in order.

Mr. TITOMSON: If 20 miles of rails are
available and there are insufficient to go on
with the Esperance line, would not it be
sound policy to complete a railway elsewherve
with the material on hand, instead of carry-
ing on the Esperance line another 20 milesx
and stopping againt

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You would soon
want yonr 20 miles extended.

Mr. Foley: Are you voting against the
motion of the member for York%

Mr. THOMBON: Yes, and I hope the
amendment will be carried.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [7.56]:

Why not? That was

I re-

.gret having to tear up this scrap of paper

tegarding the Esperance railway, but the al-
ternative is to support the amendment, inas-
wueh as the earrying of the motion anbmit-
ted by the member for York would mean
the indefinite postponement of & railway in
which I am very mueh interested—the Bus-
selton-Margaret River railway. This rail-
way has also been promised and passed by
Parliament, but, whereas the railway which

+ the member for Katanning advocates is to

serve settlers who have been waiting twelve
years, the railway I advocate is to serve one
of the oldest settlements in Weatern Aus-
tralia.,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Seventy years.

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. The people there
eannot do withont a railway. The district
has heen kept back for want of such com-



[27 Avcust, 1919.]

munication. Another point is that the Gov-
eroment purchased a railway from Millar's
company, and there are several miles of
track lying uscless which could be counected
with Busselton and the main line and made
remunerative. Consideration shonld be given

to the Bussclton-Margaret River railway be-’

fore constructing sueh lines as that sug-
gested by the member for.York,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.57): T do not know the object
of the member for Katanning (Mr, Thomson)
in moving the amendment. Parliament has
decided that the wext railway to be eon-
structed is the Esperance line, When the
Bill was hefore the Legislative Council an
amendnient was moved as follows—

The construetion of this line. shall not
be commensced or proceeded with unti] the
completion of the following authorised
railways: —Wyalcatehem - Mt. Marshali,
Wagin-Bowelling, Bolgart extension, nud
Kukervin-Lake Grace.

All thoge railways have been completed, and
the Esperance line is the next on the list.
That ameudment was withdrawn because it
was definitely and distinctly stated these
lines would be first constructed and the KEs-
perance railway would be the next. It is true
I promiged the hon. member that the Nya-
bing extension would be the next wvailway,
becaunsg the Esperance line was then under
construetion.
nection with the Esperance railway has been
carried out. It was stopped, not becanse
there were no rails, or becaunse at the time
there was no money but it was stopped for
the express purpose of trying te condemn
those who were administering' the affairs of
the State at the time when the Bill was
passed, and who were accused of misleading
Parliament. All that is implied by the mo-
tion it is wow proposed to rescind is that the
Esperance line shall be reeognised as the
first railway to be constructed.
doubt that at a later period it was impossible
to get rails, We are told by the member for
Kotanning that the rails were taken from
ther¢ to the goldfields and that those who

were responsible for that action had no right .

to do if. - \

Mr, Thomson: I did not say they had no
right to take them there,

Hor. W. C. ANGWIN: Those were the
words the hon. member nsed. From an eco-
nomical point of view the Railway Depart-
ment deeided that it would be preferable to
bnild the Wagin-Bowelling line with the
heavier rails. The department said that it
would be cheaper to work the line with those
rails owing to the class of engine which
would be used fo run over them. There were
no G0-1b. rails available and it paid the de-
partment to take up some of the lines on the
Northern goldfields where 60lb. rails had
been laid and réplace them with lighter rails
the heavier ones being used on the Wagin-
Bowclling line. After that period the hon.
member assisted to turn us out and to put
in another Government who uged the balance

A portion of the work in con-

There iz no,
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of light rails in the construction of another
line. DBut there was some justification even
for that. Tt is rather difficult sometimes to
find justification for anything that was done
by a previous Governmient. In thid case,
however, it did exist. No one anticipated
that the war was going to last so long; no

one thouwght that it would be so difficult to

get money or rails and it was to suit the
farmers at Emu Hill that the 20 odd miles
of railway were built there to enable the
stacks of wheat whieh were in that distriet
to be removed. The loss of that wheat would
have meant a sum of money which would
have been more than the amount invelved in
the construction of the line. )

The Minister for Works: It saved £10,000.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yt was in the in-
terests of the Government to construet that
railway to remove the wheat.

Mr. Thomson: Tt saved £10,000 but it
ruined a lot of settlers in my distriet be-
cauge they were not given the facilities
which were promised.

Mr. Harrison: That might apply to a lot
of distriets.

Hon, W, G, ANGWIN: The Labour Gov-
ernment who always had the farmerg’ in-
terests at heart more so than any other Gov-
ernment, agree¢ to take wheat from those
farmers who had no means of conveying it
to the market. They advaneed mioney on
the wheat and the wheat was stacked. If it
bad not been shifted, the State would have
suffered a loss. Therefore, the Government
in power at the time were justified in con-
structing the 20 miles of railway referred
to. The Royal Commission approved of the
congtruction of the Esperance line and as
the need for its construction was made so
apparent, it is our duty as soon as the op-
portunity presents itself to carry the pledge
into effect. .

Mr, Thomspn:
for my people.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Then there is no
need for the hon. member’s amendment. It
does not make any difference to me whether
it is the Tsperance or the Pingrup railway,
but as T pledged myself at the time hy my
vote, I say 1 would be doing wrong if I
went baek on it mow.

Mr. Thomson: - Do you not think, if the
Government can get 20 miles of rails, they
shonld comstruet the railway I am advo-
cating ¥ ’

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I too want a
railway in my district and I want a bridge
also. I commend the member for York for
the electioneering speech he made to-night.

Hou. P. Collier: Not an unusual thing
for him, C ]

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T have been
through the distriet referred to by the hom,
member and T might say that before the con-
atruction of the line from Emn Hill to Kon-
dinin I was in favour of the construction of
a light line in the direetion suggested. "The
officérs of the department, however, definitely
laid it down that Bruce Rock was not the
place where the line should jumetion.

That is all I want done
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The Minister for Works:
lay that downt?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I read this re-
port to the Hounse on the 16th Deecember,
1914—ijt is by Mr. Babington, the engineer
who surveyed the line—

Although this line is the shortest to
coustrnet of the wvarious proposals, and
alge would serve the Arrowamith, Emu
Hill, and Wadderin distriets, I cannot re-
commend its consideration, because a large
area of country to the east and north al-
ready thrown open for selection would not
be benefited, and if this proposed exten-
sion to Bruee Rock were adopted, it would
make it difficult at some future date to
accommodate this unserved area with rail-
way facilities in a favourable manner
from a railway finaneial point of view.
The Minister for Works: I do not think

he would give you such a report to-day.

Hon, P, Collier: Have you influenced him
since?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If over T sent an
officer to report on such a matter, I always
aceepted his opinion. I noticed to-day in
the ‘‘®West Australian’’ a condemnation of
a report by the Engineer-in-Chief,

The Minister for Works: I have
with it yet,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Because in politics
it is declared that certain action should be
taken, and it is not taken, thé engineer is
condemned. All the time I was Minister for
Works L never interfered with an officer; I
asked him to express his opinion and ac-
cepted that opinion, When the Government
are in a position to construet railways, it
will be cheaper to carry out the proposals
in the order Parliament has already decreed.
The member for Katannring in urging the
construction of a few miles for a small
centre, is doing wrong to others who are
not so favoeunrably situated. There are those
who are much further away from railway
communication than the settlers at Emu
Hill. Tt is true that at the present time
they have to rail their prodnee o little fur-
ther than they would do if the suggested
line were built, but there are other districts,
the seftlers in which cannot rvail their pro-
duce at all. The hon. member spoke about
the people at Pingrup. They have to cart
their produce 40 miles. There are others
who have to farm a considerable distance
from a railway, while the people at Esper-
ance have no railway at all. Tt iz almost
heart-breaking to see the work that has
been ‘done in that district and to see what
the settlers there have expended to develop
that part of the State without any practical
result, on account of the absence of railway
facilities.

Mr. Thomeon: That iz the pity of it.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: A certain and
definite promise was made to those people
and by a side issue and an unjustifiable ae-
tion, the Government did not fulfil the pro-
mise. It is our duty now to carry it out as
soon as possible. T hope Parliament will let
the pesition stand as it is.

When did they

not done

way for
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Mr. Thomson: Support my amendment
Fon say it makes no difference,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There is no need
for it. I am c¢ven doubtful whether the
member for York would support it.  The

people in the Esperance district have been
very patient, and the treatment it is now
proposed to mete out to them is not fair,
I trust the Government wiil not countenance
the propesed action, but let the motion stand
as it was originally passed, The Minister
for Works, who has never broken his word
so far as T know, will lend his assistance to
that end. Without Leing egotistical I can
say that all who have oeceupied the port-
folio the hon. member holds, have been
honest wmen, The Minister has declaved that
it is his intention to proeceed with the work
as soon as he ¢an get rails and as goon as
the Treasury will give him the money.

The Premier: There is a reservation.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: He cannot do it
without money from the Treasuvrer, and if
we do not get the money from lhim we will
move him out. Parlinment bas adopted the
right method in its action in this respesct.
The people now in the Esperance district
should not be fooled any longer. If it is not
the intention 'of Parliament: to construct
this railway let us buy the people out of the
digtrict. I am afraid that a State which
has to pay £6 odd per centum for its loans
cannot afford to build railways at all

Mr. Thomson: The country cannot be de-
veloped without railways. :

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The last Iloan
from the Federal Government eost us £6
2s, per centum, and we are lending money
at 514 per eent. TIs that being economical?

Hon. P. Collier: I suppose it brings busi-
ness to the State.

Hon. W. C. ANGIWIN: Tt is no wonder the
Chairman of the Perth Chamber of Com-
mevee says he does not believe in the Gov-
ernment trading., I trust the motion and
the amendment will be defeated.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne} [8.17]: TUn-
fortimately I eannot at the present
time advoeate the construetion of a rail-
my own electorate, and I am,
therefore, wnbiassed in this matter. T
intend to vote against the motion and the
amendment, but [ would be in favour of a
motion reading, ‘‘That the resclution passed
by the House, to the effect that the first rail-
way to be constructed shall be the Esperance
northward railway, be rescinded.”’’ The mo-
tion giving priority to this line waa carried,
T helieve, owing to the eloquence of the
member for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker). T
voted against that motion on the ground that
at that time neither the House nor the Gov-
ernment could say that the country was in a
position to build any railways, and that by
the time the Government could do so some
other distriet, not them perhaps heard of,
might demand and deserve a railway more
thar any other part of the State for which
a railway had been authorised.  The time
was not propitions for any promise of this
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kind to be made, and that condition
of affairg still holds good. I do nof think
the Government should at present construct
any new railway. When they are in & posi-
tion to de so, they should decide and advise
the House as to what railway they consider
to be most necessary. In the meantime we
have no right to embarrass the (overnment
with any promise that has been made in the
past. I should be glad to support any mo-
tion that follows on the lines I have indi-
cated.

Mr, HARRISON {Avon) [8.20]: I should
like to move an amendment on the amend-
ment in the following terms:—

That all the worda after ‘‘rescinded’’
be struck out.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
haye to wait until the amendment, now be-
fore the House, is disposed of, but he is in
order in indicating a further amendment,

My, HARRISON: My resson for desiring
to move this amendment is that neither the
motion nor the present amendment would be
in the best interests of the State. We know
that the motion moved some time ago by the
memhber for Kanowna, and passed by this
House, has very largely tied the hands of
the Minister for Works., The member for
‘Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) has just said that
when that motion was carried we did not
know what the future held for us, or how
the State might subsequently hest be merved
by any new railways that might be con-
structed. In my opinion we cannot serve to
advantage the agricultural lands around Es-
perance by a railway extending north from
Esperance. If the extension was from
Norseman towards the south, there would be
gsomething in such a railway from this point
of view. I would rather favour the eonstrue-
tion of a railway scuthward from Norseman
to serve this area of the State than I would
support the building of a railway from the
other end. Another point is that if this rail-
way ecan be constructed more cheaply from
the Norseman than from the Esperance end,
it is more in the interests of the eountry that
thie should be done from Norseman. Ma-
terial and rails can be moved by locomotive
power on eonstruetion work direct f’rom this
end.

Hon. P. Collier: The Royal Commission
recommended that this ghould be altered.

Mr, HARRISON: We are going the wrong
way about it, and by remedyiug this position
we ean better ~serve the interests of the
farmers in this area. What is the use of
urging the construction of this railway until
there i an opportunity of getting it right
through to Esperance? The object of this
line is to enable the people of the goldfields
to reach the coast at the cheapest possible
cost. Thefe are other parts of the State in
need of railways. Why should this Esperance
northward railway be the means of blocking
the construction of lines that are required in
other districts¥ Our desire should be to get
the best results possible from any -capital
expenditure the State may ineur,
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Mr. O’Loghlen: What other district re-
quires a railway more urgently than the Es-
perance distriet?

Mr. HARRISON: There may be many dis-
tricts.

Hon. T. Walker: There may be!

Mr. HARRISON: I could name one or two
districts where the traffic and the population
are very much greater than in the case of the _
Esperance distriet.

gH‘om. P. Collier: What has that to do with
it

Hon. T, Walker: Perth to Fremantlel

Mr. HARRISON: I say that the construe-
tion of this live starting at Esperance does

not serve the interests of the State in the
best way.

. Hon. T. WALEER (Kancwna) [8.24]s
It there be any sincerity in the professions
of the membera of the Country party, they
must go in for absolute decentralisation,and
unaelfishess in the adminitration of the
affairs of the State. The speech we have
Just heard from the leader of the Country
party is the direct antithesis to the spoken
policy of that party.

Mr. Harrison: In what wayt

Hon. T. WALKER: He requires that his
own particular distriet shall be served, a
district which is nearer Perth where the
population is thick.

Mr, Harrison: T did uot mention any
district. :

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member
was careful not to do so, but he did men-
tion places where the population was great
and the traffic was great. The object of rail-
vway construction is to develop the country,
and to-take the population away from those
places where the traffic is great to other
places where it is necessary to create traffic.
That is how Ameriea has been built up.

Mr, Harrison: Would there be any more
traffic in the place of which you speakt

Hon, T. WALKER: I am not holding a
conversation with this mighty leader of the
Country party. Tt is the way all grest na-
tions have been organised in modern times.
A railway is taken through a forest and over
a. desert in order that population may follow
it. We cannot expect a population at Es-
perance, or in the district to be served by
the railway, after the treatment which hag
been meted out to these people. From the
days of the zenith of the late Lord Forrest’s
popularity, when he was Pramier of this
State, a railway for the Esperance district
has been promised. People have been in-
duced to take up langd there, and to estah-
lish a small town at Esperance with the as-
surange of that astatesman. Publie mongy
wag spent there, and publie buildings erected
there on a scale commensurate with the

- great ideal of that time,

Hon. P. Collier: And a great deal of
land was bought and sold there, too.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, and the very
track the railway was to take was shown on
maps to the citizens of the State.

Hon. P. Collier: And even the post office.
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Mr. Harrison: 1I¥id he go to Norseman?

Hon, T. WAUKER: .I imagine .some-
times, when I listen to the demosthenic ut-
terance of the leader of the Country party,
that I am back in my gehool-boy days, listen-
ing to the little urchins of the third form
trying to make their maiden speeches. I
do not see any value in these interruptions.
They are of no assistance to the House, to
the hon. member himself, to me or to the
publie. The hon. member now says that if
the line went from Norseman he would sup-
port it.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: If it was proposed
to do that he would vote against it.

Mr, Harrison: You' camnot prove ihat by
any vote of mine.

Hen. T. WALKER: The schoolloy
again!  Before 1 was the represeniative for
‘this partieular part of the State, at the fime
when tha clectorate of Kanowna did not em-
brace the Hsperance disiriet, and when I
weut no further in that Jirection than the
immediate purlieus of Coolgardic, I adve-
eated the construction of this line from Iis-
perance to Norseman. When the line con-
structed to Norseman was advocated and was
passerl by this Chamber, I advocated that it
should go on further, to BEsperance. I had
no material or political interest to serve by
that, 1 was speaking for the good of the
State. 1 had no dream that ever I should
represent Esperanee in this Chamber, As
¢ miere matter of justice to the State, as a
mere matter of development of the State, I
advocated the line right through from Cool-
gardie to Esperance. And why was it not
taken from Norseman on to¢ Esperanced Be-
canse members on the other side of the
House, whom the leader of the -Country
party now supports with his vote and in-
tereat, objected to that. They objected to
Joining on to Norseman. Why? - Because
ever since this railway was first mooted by
resoittion of this Chamber, there were those
who feared that if Esperance got a railway
joining with the goldfields, other districts of
_this State might not have the same chance
of a monopoly of trade.

Mr. Harrison: Was that ever sipported
by a vote of mine?

Hon. T, WALKER: No, of course not.
But I want the hon. member to bear in mind
that he ia supporting the crowd that did it,
that he is sitting behind that erowd, and
voting with that crowd on every occasion,
That is why the line was changed. And
how wag it that the line went only 60 miles
from Esperance northwards? Because the
-gentleman who ia now Premiet said he had
-ne objection to a mere agricultural line, and
other members supported him.
that if it was to be.a purely agricultural
line they would vote for it. That was also
gaid in the Legislative Council. The Gov-
ernment then in power took those gentlemen
at their word and said, ‘*We will build an
agricnltural line. ™

Mr, Harrison:

It was your own diplo-
macy. . .

They said
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Hon, T. WALKER: I have said so. But
every memhber knows that if the line was
taken G0 miles northwards from Esperance,
it must sooner or later link up with the other
portions of the State railway system. We
took the®half loaf rather than have no bread.
Now, here is the iniquity. The people who
have settled in the Esperance district have
suffered immensely by reason of failure after
failure on the part of those in authority to
keep their word, to be hound by the bonds
of honour. They are suffering still. The
Royal Commission said it was impossible to
work that eountry profitably without a rail-
way, and they reccommended a railway be-
cause they considered the country could be
worked profitably with a railway. What I
olbiject to is the use of every possible excuss
to delay the construction of this railway,
which has been promised ever since the days
of Lord Forrest. People who are capable
of any human feeling must realise that they
are doing a wrong to the Hsperance farmers
that is c¢ruel beyond the power of words to
express-——families starving, families with
their hearts broken. No braver class of set-
tlers have ever tried to openm up a country -
than those in the Esperance district.

Mr. Harrison: How many of them are
thered

Hon. T. WALKER: Iow wise this owl
of the evening is! Ts it not a wonder that
there is one settler left in the Esperance dis-
trict, in view of the treatment those people
have had? Everything that can be done has
been done to drive those people away, not
only by depriving them of their railway, but
by offering them somsthing like bribes, in-
ducements to go anywhere hut stay at Es-
perance. Returned soldiers who left Esper-
ance to fight for their country, when they
have applied in the first instance for land
to settle on in that part of the State, have
Leen advised not to go there, have until re-
cently been told that they would get no as-
sistance in that part of the State, but that
if they would go elzewhere they wounld be
agsisted. "That has been part of the poliey
of some of the officers concerned in the ad-
minigtration of the lands of this. State.

Mr. Harrison: Does not that apply to all
distriets without railway facilities$

Hon, T, WALKER: No. Ispecially has
BEaparance been singled out, Especially have
intending settlers there been warned. And
even to-bight there has been uttered a species

‘of warning, that it wowd be cheapel to pay

the Esperance people to leave.

Mr. Harrison: Who aaid that¥
. Honr., T. WALKER: The leader of the
Conntry party.

. Mr. Harrigon: No; it was the member for
North-East Fremantle.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If the Government are not
sincere ns regards building the railway, they
must take the settlers away. .

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly. But,
having by neglect reduced the settlement in
the Esperance distriet, the Government malke
that veduetion their exeuse for further pen-
alising the distriet. Tt is the most iniqui-
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tous kind of conduet that ean be conceived,
and it has never been heard of in any other
part of the world, Is Parliameni totally
destitute of honour? Have we now come to
that gtage when we publish ourselves either
imbeciles incapable of knowing our own
minds for two sesgions together, or else delib-
erate liars and hypoerites? Within the life
of the present Parliament we have declared
that Esperance must have its railway in the
order of precedence of authorisation by Aect

of Parlinment; and now the leader of the.

Country party, the great and mighty leader
of the Country party, says, ‘‘No matter what
we have declared, no matter what Aets of
Parliament ot what rvesolutions we have
passed, it is only a pious wish.’’ Such is his
conception of piety—tréachery and false-
hoodl. The position is that we have not only
passed Aects of Parliament and reselutions,
but have done part performance. We have
started to fulfil the contract which the State
made. with the Esperance people.

Mr, Harrison: How did you do it%

Hen, T. WALEER: We have begnn what
was authorised by the solemnity. and sanction
of law.

Mr, Harrison: Begun‘by wheelbarrows,
or how %
Mr, SPEAEKER: Order! The member for

Avon must not interjeet.

Hon. T. WALKER: Have we no dunce’s
stool, or fool’s cap, that we could utilise
on occasions like thisf

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, T. WALKER: As I am roeminded hy
the member for North-East Fremantle, this
railway was started not only in obedience to
pledges but in the order that Parliament had
dictated-—dictated not by a mere pioms resol-
gtion but by a solemn Statute. It was in
its proper order. The lines authorised before
it were commenced, and some of them had
been completed, ol:hers being still unfinished.
But this lino was in its exaet and proper
order. What stopped the line? Not want
of money, az has already been pointed out
by the member for North-East Fremantle.
Not want of material, We had the material.
Morcover, 60 miles of rails had been eor-
dered in special eontemplation of the com-
pletion of this work,

Mr. Harrison: When was the order daliv-
ered? '

Hon. T. WALKER: That order was deliv-
ered whilst the Labonr party were in office.

The Minister for Works: It is not deliv-
ered yebf. ®

Hon, T. WALKER: The order was deliv-
ered, I say. Moreover, portion of the GO
miles of rails has airived, but has been used
for other purposes, has been taken away
from Esgperance. There have been works,
on no gigantie acale, I will admit, but
some  works, undertaken since  then.
It wag, therefore, an honourable duty fo stick
to the contraet, which had not only been
agreed to but pa,rtly performed.  When it
was stopped it was stopped for pohtma] rea-
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song—let us be under mo muistake about it
—--to get a temporary political advantage, to
try to win an election, Of all the froth that
then flowed from the platform of the so-
called National party this was the most
frothy., They deliberately falsificd to the
poople, saying that we had suppressed facts
as to the danger of the construetion of such
a line; that, baving on the files reports that
indicated the presence of salt, rendering
that country unlit for agricultural purposes,
we had in spite of that, for political
ends, begun that line of railway. That was
the accusation against us. We did nothing
of the kind, a3 is now known. The files
were upen the Table; everything was mads
clear to any eye that liked to look. But
then we were to be beaten at any cost; and
in order to make it dramatic, in order to
make a spectaecular display, straightway
this railway was stopped. A whole district
wag to be penalised to beat political oppo-
nents; in order that the Labour party then
in office might be overthrown, a whole dis-
trict was to be rendered sterile and useless.
That is the course that was taken. Events
came quickly, A Royal Commission was ap-
pointed, and the Commission gave the lie to
those who had stopped the line, absclutely
proved that they had no foundations for
their statements and representations, and
recommended, not ooly the country, bat the
construction of the line. Then came ‘elec-
tions quickly afterwards. Members of that
Ministry were seeking election at Kalgoor-
Yie, The promise wag given that tfhat line
shounld be recommenced as soon as the
Commission reported. Several Ministers,
the late Premier, the  Minister for Works,
and the late Attormey General, promised
that the line should be recommenced when
the Commission reported. The Commis-
gion was long in reporting, but when it
did report it upheld the construction of the
line. And, repeatedly, from his place in
the House, the present Minister for Works,
in answer .to me, said he was ready to go
on with the line when the Commission shoull
report. But the months have passed and
we are still waiting. We passed in 1918 a
regolution as follows: —

That in the opinion of this House the
first railway to he constructed in pursu-
ance of the programme of railway construe-
tion authorised by Parliament shall be the
Bsperance-Northwards line,

We passed that resolution by 27 votes to
15. To-night we are asked, first of all, to
waive the resolution-—as if it were of nn
valne whatever, as if the House did not

* know its own mind from one day to another,

as if it had voted irresponsibly and eallously
on the spur of the moment to suit the mere
whim of the hour. We are to swap policies
and promises just as fast as we swap Pre-
micrs. We are first agked to waive it, and
then we are asked to rescind it. What is the
purpose of reac'mdjng? The resolution is

“that the line should be, built in accordance

with the programme of railway construction
aunthorizsed by Parliament.
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Mr, Thomson: Suppose they can get only
21 miles of rails.

Hon, T. WALKER: Suppose we build all
the 21 miles and the nine miles and the ten
miles in the country—must Esperance wait
till everybody eclse is served? It is the
longest on the list. Before the district men-
tioned by the member for Katanning was
settled at all, Esperance had been promised
this line. People settled there even at that
time are still patiently awaiting the line.

Mr. Thomson: It is not my fault,

Hen. T. WALKER: No, but look at hon.
memberg’ selfishness now! It does net mat-
ter so long as they get thelr nine miles, or
their ten miles, or their 20 miles, Esperance
can go hang. This is the high altitude
taken by politicians in the twentieth cen-
tury. This is the National policy. *‘‘Give
me my 20 miles, and any time afterwards
you can have yours. Give me my nine miles
and in the sweet by-and-by you ean have
yours,”’ In that way is the country being
run by the mnarrow, pump-bandled peli-
ticians of the Country party. Not all of
them, but some of them. All far their little
parish, all for their little area. I say their
areas ought fto be looked after, and get
their due development and their railway
lines. In everything that has facilitated
their settlement they have had my help to
the atmost.

Mr, Thomson:
railway.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am not blaming the
hon. member, He has adwitted that it
should be constructed. I am merely point-
ing out to him that his amendment goes no
farthor than my resolution,

Mr. Thomson: If it does not, then sup-
port my amendment.

Hon, T. WALEKER: If your amendment
goes no farther than the resolution of the
House, why should the House stnltify itself
and make itself leok ridiculous by reseind-
ing the resolution and then re-enmacting the
same thing in an addendum? ‘'We are not
children. We have common sense enoungh
to read the meaning of words. My reseln-
tion is the amendment. The hon, member
would rescind what he wants in order fo
again- assert it, which iz a foolish, stupid
way of going a,bout things, Without his
amendment my resolution gives the hon.
member all that he. wants. If his railway
is next in order to the Esperance line as
anthorised by Parliament, he comes into his
But must Egperance be set aside to
put him into his own? Must not we have
some gpirit of fair play, of common jnatice
in the administration of affaizrs? The hon.
member gets all he, wants un(}er the resolu-
tion.

Mr. Thomsgn: No.,

Hon. T. WIALKER;: If ke doeg not, then of
course_he seeks to gain an advantage
upon Esperance. TIf his line is authorised
by Aat of FParliament, it gets its order under
my resolution. If the lines were not anthor-
ised in that order, if Esperance, according to
that order, doeg not come first in the list,

Well, I voted for your
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then that resolution is of no valus., But it
does come first, and now to gain an ad-
vantage for those in their own constifuency,
they will ignore the advaniage the law has
given to Esperance, and try to annul the
resolution and even the law passed by both
Houses and assented to by the representa-
tive of His Majesty in this State, Laws are
nothing to them, The deeclaration of this
Assembly is nothing to them. Their own
little vote-seeking popularity is all they can
seg. It fills them with a gas that inflates and
uplifts their balloon-like brains into the airy
nothing of confugion. I want the House to
preserve the traditions of a British Parlia-
ment. We have seen the goriest, the most
terrific war the world has ever known. For
atlierence to a pledge men have crossed
oc¢ans, themselves vermilioned with blood, in
ovder that they might vindicate the solemnity
of a pledge. How little in this Assembly we
appreciate that mnoble, that magnanimous,
that glorious gpirit, is seen by the conduct of
men in this House to-night. This serap of
paper—tear it up! Pious resclution, nothing
more, Pass resolutions and rescind them,
just as the mood comes, as changeable as the
weather. Tf we wish to win the respect of
the community, if we desire the support and
the confidence of the citizens, we must show
that we can be trusted, that we-are deserving
of confidence, And we can only do that by
adhering to what, after consideration, we
have asserted right. Wea are adhering to-
this, Why, then, should we seek to veseind
it without anything having happened in the
interval? Why should we show how shallow
we are, how unstable, how unreliable, how
untrustworthy, how dishonourable we are.
Parliament is to win the future, to recon.
struet the land, to build up the higher citizen
of the State. And we propose to do it on
this low, immoral foundation. It is immoral,
it is indecent, it is disgraceful, it is dishon-
ourable. Tt would be all these to a publie-
house club, to be ao vacillating, so unstable,
as the rescinding of this resolution to-night
would show us to bhe, especially when the re-
scinding of it and the addition practieaily
place us back in the position in which we
were. The amendment does nothing more
than assert the construction of lines as au-
thorised by Aect of Parliament. We show our
futility and absolute incapacity to under-
gtand common plain English, our utter unfit-
ness to be members of a great assembly and
representatives of a great people by trifling
with language in the manner suggested by
the member for Katanning. I trust the
House will adhere to what is right and just,
that is to say the resclution it has passed,
not only for the sake of the honour of this.
Houge, but for the prinicple represented by
the Country party—decentralisation, In that
great district, we have an area of land that
might welcome the toilers who seek to es-
eape from the pressure of population in the:
Motherland. We could build towns and
cities by the industries that could be crested
from the produce of the soil of that great
distriet, the largest area of uniform country
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that has been investigated in Australia, fer-
tile ag the mallee lands of South Anstralia
and Victoria and much larger in area, only
awaiting the industry of man and the facili-
ties for reaching market. To turn that
country with its immense wealth into practi-
eally a desert is not to be national but to be
anti-national. It is to crush, to eripple and
help te ruin the nation of which we are part.
Tt is cruel to the whole of the people,
for the wealth created there would
become mnot the wealth of selfish people
in Esperance, but part of the wealth
of the whole BState that would help
te build up a happy, contented people spread
over that great area and help uws to fill up
our wastes a8 has been so often urged. The
cry is, ‘*Fill your waste spaces,’’ and yet
we are asked delibérately to keep this fertile
portion of Western Australia nothing but a
waste, to drive its inhabitants from it and to
frighten others from going thither and, in
every sense of the word, to mark it out as a
- gpot, deserted, eilent and forgotten. Turn
the other way and it must create wealth;
the produce must c¢reate our commerce, the
commerce Wwill create shipping and the ship-
ping a happy interchange of thought and
wealth throughout the State. Tt is for the
good of Western Australia I plead for this
land; it is for the good of every citizem I
am “advocating the cause of the people of
Esperance; and especially for the good of

this House and the honour of Parliament, I1-

ask members to hesitate before they tear up
its treaties like a serap of paper.

On motion by Mr. Smith debate adjourned.
fThe Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MOTION—BASE METAL INDUSTRY,

Mr. MALEY (Greenoggh) [9.5]; I move—
That in the opinion of this House, in
order to encourage production and revive
the base metal industry in Western Aus-
tralia, it is necessary that the embargo
placed by the Federal (tfovernment upon the
cxport overseas of ores or conceutrates be
removed, or if the policy of refining same
within the Commonwealth be maintained,
that until such time as efficient treatment
provision iz made within this State it is
necessary to provide a bonus to loecal pro-
flucers, owing te the additional cost eh-
tailed by shipment for treatment. to the
Eastern States,
Feeling that I shall have the unanimous sup-
port of members on this motion, 1 desire,
when it ias passed, to add that the motion
be brought by the Government under the
notice of the Prime Minister of the Common-
wealth, Tt is scarcely necessary to dwell upon
the facts that the lead-mining industry of
this State has been absolutely closedl down,
first through the sugpension of operations by
the Fremantle trading company which neces-
sitated the closing of the mines at Northamp-
ton, and then owing to the Federal embargo
that shipments overseas muast cease, and
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ore or concentrates must be forwarded
to either of the two smelting works in the
Eastern States for treatment and refinement.
When refined, that ore had again to pass
through the port whence it had come, on its
way to the markets of the world, When I
mentioned this subject -on the Address-in-
reply, T was pleased to hear an interjection
by the leader of the Opposition that he
thought the State Govermment would be jus-
tifled in absolutely defying the Federal res.
trictions in this respeet. The lead-mining
industry has given employment to 500 or 600
men in the Northampton distriet, and the
sudden closing down has caused grave dis-
tress throughout my electorate—distress
whiclh has affected the whole State. The
prozpectors in the Northampton mineral dis-
trict show a better record of production than
these engaged in copper production, encour-
aged and developed by Government assist-
ance, in the Ravensthorpe district.

My. Hudson: Why notispeak of base metals
generally ¢

Mr. MALEY: I am speaking from the
point of view of my electorate. The Fad-
eral embargo and the operations of the war
profits tax have prejudicially affected the
deve]opment of the industry. The Surprige
mine, owned by Green Bros, which has pro-
duced ore to the value of £70,000 or £80,000
by developmental work a.lone, has returnafl
barely £5,000 to the owmers, notwithstanding
the magmtude of their operations. They
have been erushed by the war profits tax
oversea a.nd the lack and cost of shipping to
the Fastern States, their enterprige has bean
restricted, and they havé had no chance to
build up any reserves whatever. Short-as
shipping has been during the last 12 months,
I am given to understand that hrokers
wonld have heen prepared to advance againgt
the ore awaiting shipment at Geraldton,
which wonld have enabled the mine to keep
going in a partial manuer. Regarding the
cloging down of the industry, the Minister
should tell the House just what the agree-
ment wag between the Fremantle Trading
Company and the Government as to the smelf-
ing works at Fremantle. If the agreement
had been carried out, would it have been
possible to treat the ore raised by proaspee-
tors? The Government have great interests
at stake it connection with the lead mining

industry, as 'well as in regard to the
copper mining at Ravensthorpe, owing
to the amount of  assistance  fur-

nished, not “nly to the company, but to
individual prospectors under the mining de-
velopmental vote, Greater endeavours should
have been made to keep the industry gomg
if only in a paitial way,

Mr, Duff: By spendmg some of the unex-
pended £50,000.

Mr. MALEY: Yes, and also by pooling sup-
plies during the peried of the ghipping difi-
eulky and grantmg assistance somewbhat sim-
ilar to- that given to the %oducers of perish-
able goods, This wiuld have been in keep-
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.ing _with their- slogan, ”Produce, produee,
pruducc .

Hon, P, Collier:
,:’ '-]?roduee”

It was startefl before the
Government eame .into office.

Mr. MALEY: That is so.
Hon. P. Collier: And stopped when ‘they
eame in,

Mr.- MALEY: Before the Prime Minister
left for England about 18 -months ago, it
was the policy of the Federal Goverament
that base metals should be refined in the

~Commonwealth. Events have moved rapidly
‘since then, and it is now fitting to inguire
whether this policy is practical in application.
I am of the opinion that the poliey of to-day
-ig to allow raw materials to be supplied to
‘Germany to keep her industries going in order
to enable her to meet her obligations,

1 Mr, Lambert: You had better say that in
-5 whisper otherwise they will call you a
Bolshavik.

Hon. P. Collier:
, for that,

Mr. MALEY: Naturally they must do, but
I do not wish to be drawn off my arg}nment
by irresponsible interjections such as that of
,the member for Coolgardie. I wish to point
"out that if this poliey is maintained it will
place the local producer of base metals at a
great disadvantage as compared with the pro-
duger in the Eastern States.

Hon, . Collier: It has placed him out of
s action. ]

Mr, MALEY: Absolutely. If we have to
make such saerifices something in the way of
‘a, bonus should be given to overcome the
“diffienities we have to contend against, such
a3 the freight, and treatment at works in the
‘Fastern States. I am sorry the member for
Yﬂgarn ghould have thought that I was be-
“eoming parochial; I have no desire to ereate
guch an impression in the mind of any bon,
‘member. I am convineed that the motion I
“have submitted is of such importance to the
8tate that it will receive the nnanimpns snp-
port of members. There is no doubt that the
'tine ig opportune, now that the Prime Min-
“ister has returned ‘and is gathering up the
" threads of departmental work once’ more——

The treaty terms provide

Mr. O’Loghlen : Preparing for a big
offensive.
Hon. P. Collier: Do vou intend that the

'bonus shall be paid by the Commorwealth or
the State?
* Mr. MALEY: By the Commonwea.lth

Hon. P. Collier:
0.

The Minister for Mlnes
paid by tha State.
P Mr, La.mbert
Government.

Mr. MALEY: Convinced g8 I am that the
"motion will receive the suppert of hon. mem-
bers, I snbmit it with every confidence.

It‘, ‘could not be

It will be acceptnble to the

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton} [9.20]: As
‘the hon. member who ‘moved the motion
dtated, it ‘is hardly necessary to stre’sa the
questwn, as practically every member is in
favour of it. A deputatmn wag introduced
‘to the acting Prifne Minister the other dey

The motmn does not say .
’ . .
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and a reply was given that he would be pre-
pared to favourably econgider the request
which was made and to recommend the Fed-
eral Government to take into consideration
the ciremmnstances of Western Australia so
far as the base metal industry was concerned,
azund to evolve a scheme by which the industry
could again be set in motion.. I have no
quarrel with the policy of the Federal Gov-
ernment that base metals or raw produects
should be brought to a finished state before
being exported from Australia. But so far
ay the partieular industry in Western Aus-
tralia is concerned, it has not had sufficient
time to get properly on its feet and compete
with the old-established lead mines of the
othier States. Consequently we in Western
Australia have not been able to produce the
ore cheaply enough 1o stand the unwarrant-
ably high charges which acerue through the
ore having to be sent from Western Aus-

tralia to the other side of Australia for
treatment.

Mr. Hudson: That is the real cause of
complaing,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Certainly, But I do
not think there is any possible way of getting
out of these charges because freights are so
tiigh, and when we send ores from Western
Australia to the Eastern States to be treated,
and then have them sent back again and past
our own port to other parts of the world—
the heaping up of all the consequent charges
on the industry becomes such a handicap
that the industry has no chance, So far as
‘Western Australia is concerned, if réasonable
time were given us to reach the atage arrived
at by the mines in Eastern Australia, we
might possibly be able to compete with -our
neighbours, If the State or the Common-
wealth were to establish an up-to-date smelt-
ing plant in some part of the State, prefer-
ably in Geraldton, which is the centre of the
big lead-mihing distriets in the North, we
might he able to submit to.the embargo. Re-
plying to the deputation which waited on him
the other day, the acting Prime Minister
sail—

The argument was that as the treat-
ment worka for base metals were in the
East, Western Australia bad been geo-
glap‘hlca]h handicdpped. Sinee the armi-
gtice he had heen diseussing with the met-
alhirgical adviser of the Government as to

_how far they could, with safety to the in-
terests of the Empire, relieve the pressure
on ‘Western Australia, If he eould, by
his representations, give eneouragement to
the big primary industry--they had been
disenssing, he wnu]d unfailing]y make
them.

T£ the, motion is carried, it will assist the

Ministér té6 make up lis mind in the direc-

tion we desire, aud that i3 to afford some
teagnre of relief so that the industry may
onee again be started, and the lead mining
districts of Nerthampton, Murehison River,

and Geraldine be once more placed on a

workable basis. Even if the Iremantle

smelting works were in operation it s

doubtfnl, owing to the intrease in the coat
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of treatment and the obsolete plant there,
whether the industry could be placed on a
profitable footing. We find also that the
agitation is not confined to one part of the
State. Public meetings have been held at
Greraldton, where the gathering was repre-
sentative of every section of the commuuity,
at Whim Creek, at Onslow, at Ravensthorpe,
and at Greenbushes, and at all those places
they cried out againgt the embargo imposed
by the Federal avthorities, The matter is a
very important one, and if the industry can
be started once more we shall he able to
find employment for at least 1,000 men in
the space of 12 months. As T said at the
opening of my remarks, it is not necessary
to stress the motion. I am sore it has the
sympathy of every member, while the Min-
ister himself hag indicated his support.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.23]: Tt
is time that the State demanded to know
from the. Federal Government their attitude
and poliey regarding these restrictions. It
appears to me that the Prime Minigter for
some time has been experimenting in con-
nection with the placing of the embargo
upon the base metals of Australia, and now
that the war is over it is nearly time we
had some pronouncentent on the subject. I
suppose this is like many of the other res-
trictions which have heen imposed under
the War Precautions Act, but it seems to me
that the plain duty of the Minigter for
Mines is to immediately ascertain from the
Prime Minister whethér he is going to con-
tinue on this course for any length of time.
Not only the lead mining indnstry, but the
copper mining industry is being affected to
an extent that should not be tolerated for
one moment longer than is necessary.

Mr. Hudson: There was justification dur-
ing the war, but thers is none now.

Mr. LAMBERT: The other day a report
was pnblished in eonnection with this all
important industry in the Northampton dis-
triet. T understand that report was called
for some 12 or 18 months ago. It dealt in
a direct or indirect way with the fortunes
or misfortunes of the Worthampton district,
and it was regrettable to find the conserva-
tive attitude adopted by the advisers of the
Minister. The report dealt more with the
commercial suceess of the amelter at- Ger-

+ aldton, and did not pay much regard to the.

lend-mining industry. If the PFederal Gov-
ernment are going to interfere with what are
peculiarly the functions of the State Gov-
crnment, we shonld make a demand upon
‘them to provide facilities whereby the in-
dostries so interfered with may continue
their operations, and market their .produoets.
Tt is wndoubtedly the funection of the Fed-
eral Government if they are going to in-
terfere with our industries, to in some way
provide facilities within the State, either
by way of bonus or some recompeuse for the
interference. I hope the Minister will re-
view the position so far as it affects North-
ampton and other lead producing centres
in the North, as well as the coppor produe-

. might well inquire,

ing centres in the South. There i a big
scope there for men sufficiently intcrested
and energetic to build up some of the
secondary industries of the State. In the
Northampton district there is a galena suit-
able for the manufacture of pigments. The
Minister, in big dual eapaeity, could, in this
regard, show what a profitable outlook there
was for the employment of capital. Some
time ago white lead was sold at as low a’
price as £24 a ton and to-day, I believe, it
is £65 a ton, In America, under the latest
methods, people are converting the galena
direct inte white lead and nutilising it in
the more advanced portions of the werld
Althoughywe have a palena in Western-
Australia suitable for this purpose, not a
pound of it is being turned to acecount be-
cauge of the embargo placed upon the base
metal industry by the Federal Government.
This is a matter into which the Minister
I hope he will not be
swayed by the report which apparently was
before him only recently, and that he will
look upon the industry not only from the
point of view of the amount of money to
be made out of it. or from the little loss
that may be sustained by it, bot that he
will have vegard to the faet that, in the
Northampton distriet, we have one of the
largest lead-bearing areas in Australia, pos-
aibly equal to Broken Hill. 1 trnst the
Minister will make the strongest representa-
tions possible to the Federal Geovernment,
and jndicate that it is not the intention of
the citizens of this State to tolerate very
much longer the embargo that has been
placed upon our base metal indestry. Tt
should not be necessary for us to send our
raw products to the Eastern' Btates to be
smelted there. It is the duty of the Fed-
eral Government to assist this State in, the
establishment of smelters here, so that we
can turn many of the base metals of the
State into commercial articles.

The MINISTER. FOR MINES (Hon, J.
Scaddan—Albany) [9.38): After the fight-
ing speech of the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Lambert), I feel diffident about ais-
cusging this matter. The Government did
not tequire either the motion or its wnani-
moug support by members to do what they
consider to be essential in the interests of
onr base metal industry. I have no objec-
tion to the hon., member taking the oppor-
tunity of showing that he also is interested
in this question. His frequent visits to my
office indicate that he has devoted particu-
lar attention to this subject, as has also the
member for Geraldton {Mr. Willeoek), who
worried me a little, when T was in Melbourne
in counection with-the matter.

Hon, P. Collier: The motion should
strengthen the hands of the Government,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
objeet to the motion. In fact, it has my
support. Hen. members must realise, how-
ever, that it will not help very mmueh. The
Mederal Government are well geenainted with'
the rondition of the industry, for this was
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brought under their notice by these directly
inferested, the mine owners, backed up by
the Government. 1 dlso assisted the deputa-
tion which waited upon the PFederal Trea-
surer to place the matter before him, An
interjection was made by the member for
Claremont (Mr. Duff), about wlich I should
like to say a word or two. He made refer-
ence to the nceessity for a bonus. I have
not the alightest iutention of endeavouring

to administer the affairs of the Mines De-
pa.rtment. on the basis of how much 1 can
apendl each year. Jt hom: members enggeat
that T liave to spend a sum of, say, £50,000,
I would reply that I had no intention of
doing anything of the kind. We g"equently
hear the statement made as te how Tueh was
spent on this or that matter, no.regard being
paid to the actual results achieved. I desire,
if possible, to direct the activities of our
various departments where the best results
will be achieved, and not merely to show that
a huge expuu'hture has been inemrred in their
administration.

Hon. P. Collier: It is often neeessary to
spend money to achieve resuits,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I realise
that, but 1 will not be influenced in spending
money by the continuned demsnds of mem-
bers to spend it irrespective of results,

- Mr, Lambert: We will support you ia
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T must
first satisfy myself that the expenditure is
being ineurred in that direction where some-
thing will be achieved. Let us take the
quéstion of the bonus, We could give a
bonus to all industries which are not paying
their way. .

Mr. Duff: T did not advocate bonuses.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the only way that we can assist some of our
industries at the prescnt moment. We are
in diffienlties so for as the base metal indus-
try is concerned. I have said before, and T
said it at the deputation which waited on the
Federal Treasurer, that we will not overeome
our difficulties perm:n.nently or satisfactorily
until we have provided in Western Australia
works that will be capable of refining all our
base metals, It is & heavy problem from the
point of view of capital expenditure. If we
go on tinkering with the matter, as We are
now doing, we shall not be 1ender1ng any
help to our base metal industry. We are
tinkering about ou the rich spots, owing to
the cost of mining and the cost of treat-
ment.

Mr. Duff: You have not spent much in
the way of development. -

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. So
long as we continue in the way we have been
going in the past we shall not be able to
bring about much developmient. The only
way by which we can make any permanent
headway in our base metal industry is by
providing refinig works ‘in Western Aus-
tralia. The smelting “worke at Fremantle are
in difficnlties at the moment, because the
market for lead had fallen below that point
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at which the metal can be suceessfully mined
and subsequently treated.

Mr, Maley: That only refers to mining
operations. : .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It refers
to smelting as well, Smelting woiks inust
have a continuous supply of ore to treat,
otherwige -they do not pay. If they canuot
work their own minés to get the necessary
bulk of ore for treatnient, they canmot run
the smelters for the purpose of - treating
smaller guantities of ore from elsewhere.

Mr, Maley: I quite realise that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we
eould provide a smelter, situated in such a
place that it would be available to all our
preducers of base metals, and attach to it
refining works whicl. wonld treat not only
lead and copper but many other of our base
metals, we should be able to change over
from one metal to the other until such thme
as the mines lLiave so developed that it will
be possible to run sgmelters for each of the
different ores. I am sure we eannot do this
at present. With regard to the DIhillips
River simelters, we have only obtained a cer-
tain proportion of the product from the ore
treated. We then lave to send that product
to New South Wales for refinement, owing
to the restrictions imposed by the Federal
Government. I have no quarrel with the
Tederal Government, nor do I thiuk have
hon, members opposite, for introducing these
restrictions. T believe they were nocessary.
The time has arrived, however, when both
the Commonwealth and State Governments
should introduce more restrictions, until the
people of Awstralia saré able to get the ut-
most benefit from their own raw material,
anid so that when the world at large requires
the finished article it. can obtain it from us.
The question aries ag to whether it is desir-
able, and essential to our interests as a nation
that we should impose further restrictions.
We have hot sufficient commercial influence
on the market in Augtralia, or outside it, to
continug to place these restrictions on the
amaller producer to the extent of compelling
him to ship and re:ship from- here to the
Bastern States and thence to the markets of
the world, or to impose upon him burdens
which he eannot continune to carry.

Mr. Willeock: They are murfdering the
industry. )

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They have
had the effeet of temporarily closing down
some of these mines, another reason being
that the market has fallen considérably sinee
the armistice was signed.

Mr. Willeock: It is £5 or £6 above the pre-
war rates.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That ex-
tra price is more than absorbed by the addi-
tional cost of mining. There is also the
additional cost of treatment and of shipping.
Tite pre-war rates of our base metals can-
not be compared with the rotes existing now.
The margin is less from the point of view of
the actual results. dchieved than it was then.
Until we can get something approaching
the pre-war cost of production, and of treat-
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ment, we dre not going to do very much in
the way of asmstmg olir various industries,

Mt, Duoff: Tt is ot veéty enconrhging,

The MINISTER IF'OR MINES: It is very
discouraging to us all, and to those intér-
ested in mining. Tt i no use hiding our
heads in the sand. We have to face the
facts, What we are trying to do is to
reorganise the industry to meet the altered
conditions. We have to reorganise all
our industries in that way. I hops
we ghall not return to pre-war conditions.
We have to reorganige our methods of min-
ing, of trveatment, and of handling our pro-
duets, and realise that the rest of the world
has awakened to the fact that it is not
going back to pre-war conditions. We must
also remember that all other ¢ountries in the
wotld are ih much the same condition that
we are in this fespect. When the markets
of the world become more normal, T believe
the Btate ean do very much, with the assist-
ance of the Commaonwealth, to re-establish-
ing our base metal industry. I want hon.
members to realise that the problem is too
bhig a one te rush into with our heads down,
We hive an opportunity of establishing works
that will be able to refine our hase metals
and others we are not at present engaged in
working. Under present conditions these
other metals are lying idle, and we are los-
ing the opportunity of employing men and
agsisting other industries as well. The mem-
her for Coolgardie knows that we have many
deposits of minerals in this Btate very essen-
tial to owr existence, as well as to some of
our primary industries. At present we can-
not put them to eommercial use, largely be-
cause of the necessity for adopting more up-
to-date methods of treatnent, Our copper
from the TPhillips River, for instance, ve-
quires to be treated under the electrolitic
process. Thefeé is practically only ome plant
in Australia where this can be effected, and
that is at Port Kembla, At Phillips River
we have to treat the ore up to'a given point
at tremendous cost, because we have to bring
the coke required for smelting from the other
Stotes, tranship it at Albsuy, take it to
Ravensthorpe, and then rail it to the smelt-
ers. \When we tale into account the balance
of the copper deposits in Western Aunstralia
we must consider whether Ravensthorpe is
the most cconomical place for these smelters.
I am trying to fet together sufficient infor-
mation to warrant me in asking Cabinet and
Parliament to give me the necessary eapital
to erect works that will enable all our base
metal ores to he refined and the finished
article disposed of to the hest advan-
tage im the markets of the worll. We
Lhave cheap eleetricity in Perth at the
moment, The trouble, of course, iz that
people will ask, why bring everything
to Perth? But the point is that our policy
should be to bring everything to the place
where it can best and most econdmically be
handled, m the same way as we do, for in-
stance, our wheat to be gristed.

Mr, Lambert: What about generating elec-
tricity at Collie and smelting at Bunbury{
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know that that is necessary or desirable, jn
the ecireumstances, We must produce suffi-
clent current to produce it cheaply, and we
can do that in the metropolitan distriet be-
cause of the large local demand. But to cs-
tablish a new generiating station at Collie
merely for the purpose of these works might
not be payable. A new metal, known as
alunite, has recently been discovered at
Kanowna. At the moment we can apply to
that metal only a primitive method of roast-
ing, which yields only one commereial pro-
duet of value, the rest of the contonts being
lost. Experiments will have to he made in
the treatment of that metal, and those experi-
ments will cost the Government something,
On the giestion raised by this motion I agk
hon. members to accept my assurance that
the Governnient are desitons of assisting the
mine owners, either by having the embargo
removed, or else by obtaining from the Fed-
eral Government assistance in the form of
capital towards enabling Western Australia
to establish an up-to-date system of treat
ment.

Hon. P. Collier: Can you give an ides of
what view the Federal Government take of
your second alternative?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They do
not commit themselves, but the Federal
Treasurer has said that he realises. Western
Australia is for the time being at a tremend-
ous disadvantage. He acknowledged so much,
while he does not feel disposed, any more than
I myselt or the leader of the Opposition
would feel disposed, to grant a bonus merely
for the purpose of carrying on the industry
under conditions that are not desirable. The
proper form bf encouragement would be to
assist in the .establishment of adequate treat-
ment works. My own view is that we gheuld
do for the mining industry as we have done
for other industries—grant advances towards
the first capital eost of establishing tho in-
dustry on complete and up-to-date lines, This
scarcely cver results from the granting of
boiuses. The bonuses grow to large amounts,
and eventually the Treasurer findg himself
unable to furnish the money, and so the
whole thing drags. If the Federal Goveri-
ment folt disposed to grant a bonus in this
case, the infinitely preferable course would
be to eapitalise the bonus and provide a Jump
sum for the establishment of treatment
worka. ;

. Hoi, P, Collier:
I can see.

The MT\TISTER FOR MINES: I de¢ not
offer the slightest opposition to the motien of
the member for Greendugh, but I do not be-
lieve the Federil Government would be pre-
pared for a moment to consider the granting
of o bonus. I do believe they would be pre-
pared to consider ‘the advisableness of grant-
ing some assisbance, probably of a financial
character, to enable this State to develop its
base metal industry, I suggest a lump sum
representing a bonus eapitalised over a num-
ber of years.

That is the only solution
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Mr. Maley: The motion could be amended
aceordingly.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are so
far removed from the seat of Federal Gov-
ernment, and so utterly debarred from sitting
eontinnously on the doorstep to urge our de-
mands, that Federal Ministers, who are un-
able to visit this State sufficiently, fail fre-
quently to realise our conditions.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Who has faith in the
Pederal Ministry ¢

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
faith in my fellow man. I have faith in the
Federal Ministers just as I have faith in the
member for North-Fast Fremantle, whose
word is his bond.-

Hon.-W. C. Angwin: But there is nothing
definite from the Federal Government,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We have a
definite promise of assistance in the matter
of our base metal industry, and I believe the
Federal Government will give the assistance
if the matter is put to them in a proper way.

Mr. Willeock: Just as they do in the mat-
ter of repatriation of soldiers on the land.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Fed-
eral Government are finding all the money
that the State requires for that purpose.

Mr. Willcock: But we have to provide the
interest on that money.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: After all,
the people have to provide the interest on
the money. If the Federal Government ren-
der us assistance in the matter of our base
metal industry, I do not think they should
provide it for notbing. If they provide the
eapital at a reduced rate of interest, I think
the State Government will conmder the ques-
tion of rendering the assistande which is es-
sential to the industry. I desire to inform
the member for North-East Fremantle, who
is somewhat concerned at my remarks, that
there is no intention of taking the smelter
away from Fremantle,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T am not worrying.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
the hon. member wonld worry if “that were
proposad. I also desire to assure the mem-
ber for Geraldton that we are not refusing to
establish a smelter at Geraldton. Purther, T
desire to assure the House, znd through the
House those interested in the base metal in-
dustry, that the Government are eonsidering
this matter very seriously, and that no step
will be taken except after thorough ingquiry,
and not merely upon advice tendersd by de-
partmental officers, but upon advice obtained
farther afield, from men of praetical, up-te-
date knowledge, so that when we do take 4
step, we shall be certain that we are taking
it in the interests of the industry.

Mr. DUFF (Claremont) [9.56]: I move
an amendment—
That the words *‘a bonus’’ be struck

oul, and ‘‘assistance’’ inserted in lieu.
Amendment put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MALEY  (Greenough—in reply)
[9.57]: I am satisfled with the Minister’s
asserance that the terms of -this motion, as
amended, will be brought before the Federal
Government,

Question, as amended, agreed to.

PAPERS—RAILWAYS, WORKS AND
SALES LEDGEREEEPER.

Mr. MUNSIE [9.58]: I
move—

That there be laid upon the Table of
the House all papers dealing with the
oceupancy of the position of works and
sales ledgerkeeper, Chief Accountant’s
branch, Railway Department, by Meassrs,
Hall, Turner, Smith, and Scanlan, and the
appointment to that position of Mr. R.
Sundercombe; the evidence given before
the Departmental Board, which sat on the
11th and 12th June, 1918, to inquire into
the six charges made by the Railway and
Tramway Officers’ Association against the
administration of the Chief Accountant
of the Railway Department; and also the
findings of the board, and the individual
remarks of the members.

Without entering into details, I may say
that I have heard 2 good many rumours
regarding the administration of this branch
of the Railway Department, and congider it
necegsary that some inquiry should be held,
and possibly some alteration made, in the
interests of the Btate. I am not prepared to
express an opinion as to whether the ru-
mours are well founded or net, until I can
see the files dealing with the subject; and.
therefore T move for these papers. Several
people directly concerned in the matter have
made definite statements that certain per-
gona in the Railway Department have re-
ceived preference over other officers in the
matter of this particular position. Thay go
further and say that several of the men—
I mention only a few, though there are a
good many comeerned —state that while they
had the opportunity of filling the position
of works and sales ledgerkeeper, the job
itself was actually loaded, and that it was
not possible for them individually, or for
any ofther one man, to earry out the dotieg
of the job as it was then constituted. There-
vpon, they allege, a juniof man to them,
who is also mentioned in the motion, was
put into the job, the conditions of which
were made mauneh lighter., If these state-
ments are true, an inquiry is necessary. The
matter extends hack as far as 1016, when
a deputation from the Railway Officers’ As-
gociation waited on the Minister in con-
neetion with this, and from that date until
1918, both by deputation and by letter,
they weare almost continuously in negotia-
tion with the Commissioner and the Minis-
ter. Eventually they succeeded in gefting
a board appointed to inquire inte the mat-
ter. That beard sat on the 11th and 12th
Tune, 1918, Here they have a grievance,
inasmuch as they say the board was con-

{Hannans)
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gtituted of the various heads of the Rail-
way Department, including the chief ac-
countant, against whose administration the
complaints were made. If that statement
be true, the papers should be laid on the
Table. The charges made by the union .
against the head of the department are to
be found in the reply given by the secre-
tary of the Railways, Mr, Rushton, to the
secretary of the Railway Officers’ Associa-
tion as follows:—-

.1, That certain. senior officers in grade
6 have not beer given reasonable oppor-
tunities to make themselves conversant
with the duties of higher positions (on
the works and sales ledgers). 2, That
officers have been put into positions in
grade 5 and refused tuition in the duties
of the position, and they in consequence
have been treated as inefficient, and lost
promotion, 3, That officers junior to the
above have been afforded opportunities
and tuition in the woerk of positions in
grade 5. 4, That the work of positions in
grade 5 has been loaded when the senior
officer was placed on it and redueced when
the junior officer was put in the position.
5, That the method- mentioned has de-
barred senior officers from promotion and
enabled jumior officers to obtain it 6,
That senior officers have received harsh
and overbearing treatment from the sub-
heads of the branch.

The letter in reply to the General Seecretary
of the Railway Officerz’ Association stated
as follows:—

After an exhaustive inquiry, the board
is of opinion that noune of the charges
has been sustained.

This is the board constituted: of the heads
of departments, ineluding the chief acconnt-
ant, against whom the charges were made,

The Minister for Works: At all events he
would have only one vote.

Mr. MUNSIE: He has no right to be
there at. all. It is rot a correct pmceﬂnre
The letter eoniinues—

They' are satisfled that when vacancies

oceur in the higher grades in the chjef ac-

countant’s branch, every comsideration is
given by the chief accountant and his sub-
head to the elaims of all officers who by
virtue of their position in the classification
are entitled to be considered for amy vae-
ancy, and that the recommendations made
hy the chief accountant are in -the best in-
terests of the service. The head of each
branch is responsible to the Commiggioner
for the proper carrying out of his branch,
and if offieers are to be given a trial in
higher positions’ on account of seniority
only, irrespeetive of whether they are in
the opinion of the head of the branch pro-
perly qualified to fill such positions, the re-
sults would be disastrous.

On receipt of that letter, which is quite vague

asg to the request made by the organisation,

the following apphcatmn was made on 19th

1918—
Your letter of the 3rd inst. relative to
promotions in the chief accountant’s

July,
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office. I am directed to request that you
will be so kind as to furnish me with a
copy of the evidence given before the clas-
gification board.
To that the following reply was sent on the
22nd July, 1918—

In reply to your letter of the 19th inst.,
asking’to be furnished with a copy of the
gvidence given before the classification
board recently in comnection with promeo-
tions in the chief accountant’s branch, I
am directed to say that written statements
were handed in by most of the officers con-
cerned and certain questions were asked
them but no verbatim report of the pro-
ceedings was taken,

If the accountant’s braneh, after nearly two
yvears of battling, eventvally agree to hold
an inquiry at which evidence is taken, a copy
of that evidence should be kept, if we are to
have contentment in the service. I believe &
good deal of the evidence is to be found on
the. file. I have a copy of ocne of the state-
ments put in befére that inquiry. I intend
to read certain parts of it which bear out
the statements I have made, and which justi..
fles my demand -that the papers shall be
tabled. This is a statement by Mr. Smith—

The volnme of work in the departmental
works and sales ledger i3 very large and
varies considerably, and the quantity of
work ecamnnot be ascertained by the num-
ber of open anthorities.

The witness goes on— °
During my term I had a very large one
for dunnage sleepers for the State Wheat
Marketing Committee, Judging from the
treatment received by Mr, Sundercombe, I
imagine that had he been on the work at.
the time this authority would have heen
handed to Mr. Hall to do, in the same
manner &g the -departmental authority in
connection with the Trans-Anstralian rail-
way was transferred from Mr. Sunder-
eombe to Mr. Hall.

In answer to question 32 he says—

Since Mr. Sundercombe took over the
position the Trans-Australian authority
was transferred to Mr. Hall (with extra
assistance to do it).

In angwer to question 33 he says—

The balaneing of the Commonwealth ac-
counts was travsferred from Mr. Sunder-
combe, and all the subsidiary cards in con-
neetion with postal work done by railway
officers, charges for post office telegraph
lines, were transferred from Mr. Soander-
combe to Mr. Pitzgerald. The following
duties were cut, out of works and sales
position subsequent to 22nd May, 1917:—
Monthly duties Nos. 2, 3, 4, 9, ]'Lg (a) to
imprests officer; 12 V(b) dlscuntlnued 27,

to ways and wmks ledger keeper. Quar-
terly duties No. 1 to imprests officer.
Half-yearly No. 1 to imprests officor.
Yearly No, 6 to imprests officer. These

were cut out since Mr. Sundercombe took
over the position,

. If we are to secure cantentment in our ser-

vice, we cannot have such things as that

happening without some inguiry being made.
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T am not geing to say that thoss things have
happened, but I do say that the- file should
prove whether or not they did happén. I do
not think the- Minister can have any objee-
tion to laying the papers on the Table.

Question put and declared passed.

The Minister for Mines: But, Mr. Deputy
Spenker, L intended t6 move for the adjourn-
ment. I was waiting for the hon. member to
read his motion.

* The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member read his motion at the opening of
his remarks.

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
elared the motion carried,

The Minister for Mines:
a misapprehension.

You, Sir, have de-

But it wag undér

Hon, W, C, Angwin: The motion was
definitely carried.
The DEPUTY SPEAEKER: The hon

member read his motion, every word of it,
at the opening of his remarks.

. The Minister for Mines: I was waiting
for the hon. member to read his motion,
when yom put. the question. The member for
North-East Fremantle knows that I cannot
Iay the papers on the Table without having
flrst perused them.

Hon. 'W. C. Apgwin: The motiow has Dbeen
on the Notice Paper for gome time:

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I must in-
form the Minister that I heard the hon.
inember read the motion at the beginning of
his remarks. There is nothing in the Stand-

ing Ovders rendering it compalsery on him -

to read the motion again at the conclusion
-of his remarks, I put tlie niotion to the
Houge and declared it carried.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.n.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
Pp.m., and read prayérs.

[ASSEMBLY.]

QUESTION—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’
DEPARTMENT, APPOINTMENT.

Hon. P, COLLIEE asked the Ministér for
Lands: 1, Has Mr, N, Brasier been ap-
pomted to a position of inspector or other
office in the department administering the
Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement Aet$ 2, Tf
80, wheh wes the appointment made, ‘and
what is the salary attached to the office § 3,
Was thie position advertised in any hews-
paper or other publication?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Yes, until August 31st ingtant. 2, Sep-
tember 1st, 1018. Salary £58 6s. 8d. per
month, with an allowance of £8 0s. 8d. to
cover the cost of providing horse and trap
hire or other means of transpoert. 3, No;
the position not being considered as coming
under the Public Service Act.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Tt should have been
advertised all the.same. )

Hon P, Collier: You should have .given
avery returned soldier a chance. It was a
back-door appointment.

QUESTION~~PUBLIC SERVICE ACT,‘
AMENDMENT,

Mr. UNDERWOQOD (for Mr. Gardiner)
agked the Premier: 1, Is it the intention of
the Government to introduce an dmending
Publie Service Aect this sessionf 2, If so,
will he congider the advisability of making
provigion for—(a} The fixing of salaries for
permanent heads equivalent to those paid by
private employers for like work and respon-
gibility. {(b) Such permanent heads ‘to ae-
cept the same responsibility and penalties
for their ddivinistrative actions as em-
ployées outsidle the public serviee. (¢) A
sunp]e method of dispensing with any ser-
vice which is proved unsatisfactory or un-
necessary. .

The PREMIER replied: 1, The matter is
being considered. 2, These suggestions also
arg receiving consideration. .

QUESTION —DEFICIT AND SINKING
FUND,

Hon. W. . ANGWIN asked the. Pramier:

", What was the accumnlated deficit from

30th June, 1911, to 30th Jume, 1916% 2,
What was the deficit on the 30th September,
19117 3, What amount was contributed to
sinking fund from 30th June, 1911, te 30th
June, 1916? 4, Can this amount, contributed
te siuking fund, be eonsidered a saving and
be deducted from the aceumulated defieit
oh 30th Jine, 1916¢ 5, If so, why were the
Government in office from 1911 to 1916 not
credited with such saving? 6, If not, ean
Ministers who held office since June, 1916,
eredit themselves as to any contribution to
sinking fund since 30th June, 1916, with
saving snch amount?

The PREMIER replied:
2, £28,004.. 3, £1,264,179,
swered by No. 4. G, No.

1, £1,374,263.
4, No, 35, An-



